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PREFACE,
TO

7 he Statesof Hol-
[ind and W Eﬁfr;ﬁ 7,
Moft illnfFrions Lords,

o Offer to your

;" view a Comon-

54: ‘wealth, the moﬂ:
&

: holy, and the

moft exemplary in the

A 3 holc




The Preface,

- whole World. The Rife
and Advance whereof, it
“well becomes you perfect-
* Iy to underftand, becaufe
it had notany mortall man
-for its Author "and Foun-
der, but the immortall
God 5 -that God, whofe
pure veneration and wor-
fhip, You have - underta-
ken, and do maintain, Here
you fhall {ee, what it was
_that conteined the He-
brews fo long in an inno-
cent way of lifes what
rais’d up their courage,
cherifhed their concord,

bridled their defires. In-.

deed, that people had
- Rules
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The Preface.

Rules of Government,
excelling the precepts of
A1 wife men that ever
were; WhichRules, we
have (hewed, may in good
art be colléGed out of
the holy Bible. Only, of
cheir Military Dilciplinz
very little is deliverd to
our memory: Yet muft
every one, that confiders
their  victories and - at-
chievements, confefs, that
the . Hebrews, for milita-
ry vertue, were inferiour
tonone, For,inthe qua-
lity of banifhed men, when
they were come out of E-
7ypt, wherethey had long

A4 fate .




The Preface,

fate, after a tedious march
up and down in the de-
ferts of Arabia for the
fpace of forty years, they
encountred with mighty
and valiant Nations, ex-
pell’d them, and poffefled
their Country, where they
builtnew Towns, and de-
dicated to God a magni-
ficent Temple, In this
moft happy foil, where
their valonr had planted
them, their mutuall con-
cord made them grow to
admiration, The Coun-
fels of all provided for
the fafety of all ; and the
Cities, which were many,

y ¥ A~ . = g DO B,
e e

—~—
. The Preface.
did not every one aim at
their own dominion, but
all ufed their beft endea-
vours to defend the pub-
lick Liberty. That the
Government might bee
compleat and uniform ,
they had the fame Laws,
Magiftrates, Senators ,
Judges; and the fame
weights, meafures, mony..
b ’ .
Wherefore, all Paleftin
mig ht be accounted as one.
it at all the
City, butonly that all the
Inhabitants were not {hut
up wichin the fame Walls,
Such a Community and
Conformity there was be-

tween them all.  Yet, by
did ‘ | the
i

£
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The Preface.
the Law, there wasone

City Privileg’d above

all the reft; not, to have
dominion over the reft,
but that all, even the re-
moteft dwellers , fhould e-
very year thrice hold their
Religious meetings in it.
A thing {o far from bree-
ding any difference among
them, that it was the ftron-
geft bond of union. Thus
did the twelve Tribes of
Ifrael, every ong being
multiplyed marvelloufly
into the greatnefs of a Na-
tion, overfpread a very
great and fertile Country.,
The force of enemies, the

Tem-

The Preface.”

i Tempefts of Wars, and o-

ther the like evils nothing
prevail’d againft them.
They alwaies rofe higher
by their overthrows, were
enriched by their lofles,
and the keenels of their
enemies {word put the
more courage in them,
For along time the Gom-
mon-wealth of the He=
brews continued in this -
ftate : till at laft, after Sa-
lemans death, having at-
tained the height of prof-
perity , a great alteration
happened. A certain man,
Feroboam, all whofe hopes
coniifted in the difcord gf

- the




. The Preface.
the people, ftird up fedi-
tion among them, and
drawing to bis party ten
whole Tribes, conftituted
a kind of Common-wealth
a part to himfelf, the head
whereof was - Samaria.,
And now there was no
longet one, but two Com-
mon-wealths, That of If-
rael, or the ten Tribes, 1a-

fted but alittle while,being.

conquered, and carried a-
way
The other of the Jews,
whofe imperiall City was
Ferufaless , although, be-
fore the times of Zefpa-
fian. the Emperour, it wes
| not

into eternall exile .

i
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The Preface.
not wholly ruined, yet the.
power of it was fo enfee--
bled, that-it could feldom
bearup againft the enemy.
Certainly , none. of all.

~ this had come to pafs, had

not they fallen rto pieces:
by their own diffentions,

- who whilft they. held to-

gether, and kept their force
united, were victorious o-
ver fo many Nations..
The difcords of the peo-
ple give the greateft ad-
vantage to the cnemy,
This was the caufe of the
Hebrews ruin, and the
fame -hath deftroyed the
moft flourithing Kingdoms

of
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The Preface.

Pleale
you to returninto the me-
mory of all former times,
you (hall find fcarce any
other thing to have given
a check to the moft high
and moft mighty States,
Yortune ( though envious
to fuchas profper) feldom
affifteth any people to the
deftrution of another, un-
lefs the people firft create
trouble to “themfelves at
home_, knowing neither
how to moderate their

vices,nor governtheir own !

forces. It is clear, That
Politic Nation the Ro-

mans (wha as Twlly faith, |

by

1

| 'Tdbe'lPrefaée'.-
by defending their confe-

derates made  themfelves

 Mafbers of all the world)

\ underftood exceeding well,
, how the moft eafy way to
. fubdue confederate peo-
. ple, was by their domeftic

troubles and diffentions .
Thus, while they aided
the opprefled party, or
became Arbitrators of the
difference , they brought
all things into their own

“power, and where they had

made awafte, they called it
peace. The Achaians were
once terrible to all their

Neighbours, by means of

a confederacy , wherein
upon




The Preface.

upon fair conditions the
Cities of Peloponnefus were
united s Their Common-
wealth was of an excellent
frame, and very like to
yours (moft illuftrious
Lords) ftrengthned by
their united powers, and
invincible. How often did
that Lordly people of
Rome, knowing Greece
was inexpugnable fo long
as confederated, endea-
vour by art and cunning
to diffolve that union? The
Proconful Gallus was put

.. upon the bufinefs: and,
when he found no fuccefs,

the Spartans, by a trea-
cherous

ey

The Preface.
cherous device were added

| to the ligue, but upon un-
. equallterms, to be a per-

petuall canfe of difference
among(t them, This af-
terward undid the Achai-

* ans. The Annals are full

of fuch examples, but
here ts no place to make
a long relation, Rome,
the Lady of all Nations,
born for the ruin of the
world (as <Mithridates
faid) groaning under the
peoples difcord, and Sena-
tors faction, at laft gave
up her liberty,and fubmit-
ted her proud neck to the
yoke of Cefar. DBur, to

return.
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The Preface.
return to the Hebrews, I
{hall mention that in the
latt place, which is the
chief of all,  The fot-
mention’d breach, afier
Salomons death, had been
probably made up again in
a fhort time, but that the
ambitious Author of it,
Feroboans , by changing
the old true Religion into
a vain and fenfelefs {uper.

ftition, obftructed the way

of concord, and by a
{mooth oration having
obtruded upon the ten
Tribes his new invention,
made them very prone to
take armes, not fo much

ROW

)

The Prefase,
now for their Eftates and
Liberty , as for their Al
tars and Idols. Thefe
things; and many more of
this fort, we have dilcour-
fed ofinthis Treatife: and
we thought it not unfit to
fee the light, You' that
are the - Fathers of your
Country, - have alwaics
had this truth in mind<
That by concord a fmall E-
fateisraifed, andihe grea-
teft is &y difcord over-
thrown ., Your own €X-
perience confirms you in
ir, fince by divine favour,
and your own vertue, and

the condué of your In-

vincible




The Preface. S
vincible Leader, your | The Preface.
Common-wealth, by ma- § we reflect our thoughts
ny degrees, is at laft ar- { upon the examples of for-
ived to that height, that 4 T Ages. Many of your
our enemies cin  com- 3 fubjeéts are already gone
plain of nothing, but your ] into fides, and oppole cach
oreatncls. ASI pray for | other with contrary opi-
the perpetuity of this U- | nions, fince here {prung
nion, whereby you are fo | up amongft them fome un-
happily advanceds fo,when [ Profieble controverfics a-
I confider your wildom, bout myfteries of Religi-

+ ywhich hath {hined forth in 1 on, not underftood by the

the greateft Tryals, 1 am : ¥°ﬁ part of the people;
very confident ; the fame . The multitude are carri-
will laft, as all good men}! ed {everall wayes by their
would have it, and re-f: affections, and every day
ain for ever. Yet. 1 the flame encreafes, Your
confefs, we are not fo fe-|° fclves underftand (moft
cure , but that fometimes : illuftrions  Lords) how

H B

weli m uc




The Preface.

much it é‘.oncerns you to
apply (and you do apply)
fgyfgnablc yrc_m;dief d Szo
this diftemper, left your
flourithing affairs receive
fome detriment by this
inteftine malady, more
‘pernicious than  forein
“War, than Famine, than
Peftilence. “Tis vain for
. meto {peak more, when I
can propofe nothing to

you out of my deepeft
confideration, which is not
obvious . to your own

judgement. QOnly my
Petitionto your Highnefs

is, that you would vouch-
fafe

The Preface.
fafe an intentive e¢ye to
this Common-wealth |
which I have here de-
fcrib’d, the moft facred,
and the beft that ever was.

Here you fhall find fome
things which - Kings and
Princes and the Moadera-
tots of publick affairs may
feleét and lay up for their
ufe. And truly I was the
more -eafily moved to of-
 fer thefe to you, in con-
templation of fome cx-
ccllent men fitting in your
Senate, whofe learning is
 fo exa¢t, that, if I have
brought any thing for the

illuftra-
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they are able to pafs a right ‘; OF THE

judgementonit. Cco M MON-WEALTH

———; Of The
ERRATA. { HEB R EWS.

PAgc 17.l.3. for two, 1.too. p.21ds q _
7. for their, . there. p.X22.L17. CHAP. L

for myftery, 7o miniftry. p.137.0.3. '
o carried: r. carved. ;.1 sodefr] Thel ufFitntion of the Hebrew

good,r_God.p.Igs.l-zg. for-Sufah § Cammomvealtb.Leg_i/lation. The
Sufac. p.137.La3 v Salmanaffars W Vain-glory of the Grecians, The

ven Precepts of the Soms of
Noah. The defign of Mofes in bis

. [, aws and Ordénances.

Aoy N ehis work we (hall

%% not be over curious

%% inour method, nor

% make any accurate

" “fearch -after mate-

'} sials, but lay hold wupon fuch
: B things
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The (ommon-wealth

-things as fieely and familiarly §
-offer themfelves to our confide- § obliged other Nations, put Le-
ration ; andas they come inco §
out mind, fet down our difcour- 3
fes upon themall, The Com. §

mon-wealth Of the' Hebrew
was founded by that excellent |

Man. of God, #Mofes, the firlt 3

Mari that ‘undertook a bufinels
of the greateft confequence in

Nothing is more acceptable to
Ged, the Almig

Nations have laid claim unto
it. The Grecians, among the
reft of che ‘benefics, wherewith

| they

_ hey  Governout §
- of thisUniverfe, As the honour §
hereof is very great ; o, many §

of the H. ebrews,
they boaft themfelves to have

giflation in the Head of the Ac-
count. Lycargas, Draco, Solon,
and other Antients, are names
they glory in. Their Glory is
but vain: For,all the Brags of
this blown and arrogant Natia

| onare Glenc’d by the Few, Fla-
Y vius Jofephus, whofe Apolog
the World:  For, amongft all § extant againft Apio (an ene-

the A&ions of old, which Fame i my to the Fows, anda Man {0
hath left upon record, thisin my
judgement is the moft noble

the conflitucion of Common.§ dr)is full of admirable learning.

wealths, and the ardering of hu. )
mane Societies by good Laws. |

famous for his eloquence that
he was called Cymbalums Muyna

There he (hews, that the Greck
Legiflators, compar’d to ¢<3e-
fes,are but of yefterday: for,

“at what time their Father Ho-

mer Tivid, they knew not the
name of Laws, nor is it extant in
all his Poerns; Onely, the peo-
ple had in' their month certain
‘comnion faymgs and fentences,
S B2 wherehy
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Rablithed, which the moft high §

«cratedand kepr in any publick

T he Comman-wealth of the Hebrews,

whereby they were govern'd; o} 4 or monurnents, Of this
fupply. the defe&s whereof, the Core were thofe feven Precepts
unwricten Edicts of Princes were § 1< 1, the fu/madifts fay weie
upon occalionadded. The truth 3 f:'wcn 1o the Sons of Noah, con-
is, which F/awsms hath well ob- § 7 .14o cortain Rules of dghte-
fexrved, Mofes, Homser’s Seior § | ui}icifncccﬂ}ry for the life of
by many ages, is the. onely Man i yr., Wheiefore they were of {o
to whem this honour appet-§ 1,e cxrent, that wholoever
rains, which (o many aftecward § 1.0 (hem not thofe the £ fi-ael-
were ambitiousof, Fle was the § . \were commanded to defirey
firk writer and publifher of § by Wat, and deprive them of all
Laws, tegching the pcpp]e, ¥ Communion’ with mankind 3
what was tight or wrong, juftor ff » .4 jutly = For, they that had
unjuft,and by what Decrees that B received no Law, fcemed worle
Common-wealth was to be ¢ ¥ 11 beaftss an 1(as Arifforle
‘ ivi $ minflice
God had commanded to fextle | %ﬂ; ?}]\;l,::;lywz% cen/){rm; énd
in Paleffin, Before the time of f Pawegr is moft cruell and in-
CMafes, no. writtenLaws were § /017, . Now the Arms

known in the World : for, al- §  poewich nature bath furni-

thou;%]h ma'nlllcind iiv’d nl;)tfal- { (hed Man, areReafon and Pru,
together without Laws before, | gece. chings enabling him as
yet were not thofe Laws confe- ) pdanely for mifchief, if they

y j be not reltrained and regulated
records B 3 by

N
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The (ommon-wealth

Mofes, Inhis inflitution of thar
Common-wealtch, the mofi holy |
upon carth, he affigned the Su-

preme Power to God; andf

wheir others find other name § himfelf more t_h‘_‘“ I‘g"“: 4 2 de.
(as the matter requires) calling g all Men there s implance

the Government Monatchy, O. ¢

ligarchy, or Democracy, he con. §

' A 3 ~ ’ w“ 14 r'.
~ ceived none of thefe appellad § all other affeétions whatfoeve

ons {uitable to the nawre of o |
great an Empire:  Wherefor

+ heordained fuch a kind of Ga.§
i yernment, - Which Flavizes faith}
. may very fignificantly be @il'df:
~ Theaocracy, that is, a Common |.
- wealth whote Ruler and Preft- |2
~ dent is God alone; For, he pro-f
fefled all affairs were managedf

by divine judgement and Au.

thority. And of this he gave anf

evident demonflration, m as

much as although he faw all|

mateers depending upon h]md,
all

PRI MV

-

of the Hebrews.

by Laws. But ler us return t°l ond had all the people at bis

devorion, yet upon fo fait an

¥ iavication he fought no power, .

no wealth, no honour for hm}- |
(elf. A ching, whereby he {hew'd
¢ For, in

fre of Rule, a delive jayererate,
more fagrant and cager chan

Which. I belicve, (ffes had
never been able to expeétorate
and extinguith, had he noticen
God himielf prefenc and preis
dentinali affaivs; with whom,
e {eek a Parroer(hip in the Go.
vernment, had been an extreine
deoree of madnefs, Morcover,
Hs ordered that the Magiftrates
fliould not be Lords and Ma-
flers, but Keepers of the Laws
and Minifters.  An Fxccllenr.
Conflitution : for, fecing even

the Left Men are {ometimes
" B4, trani=

T I T Tk + e AT L TRCEEATT




The Comnzonayealth
tranfported by paffion, the Laws

alone are they thacalwaies fpeak §

with all perfons in one and the
fame impartiall vojcc; Which
I conceive to be the meaning of
that fine faying of Arifiutle,
1be Law g5 a Mind witheu
< ffeitivn,  Lafily, we confider
that which is not the leaf of all,
the eternall flability of (azyes
Laws : whereto to adde, where
from to take ought away, was

a moft high offence, So that, |

neither old Laws  were aboli-
fhed, nor new brought in, but
the obfeivation of the firft was
exatted ot «ll with rigour, even
in the declination of that Com.
- mon-wealch, Which was noe
fo in other Common wealths,
being both founded and over-
thrown by Law-making . for,
as many of the Rulers, affecting
to bring 1n fomewhat of their

"~ own

of tbe H eéﬂm.

i own, have changed things before
well ordered: fo, many good Or-
E ders by defuetnde, more(which s
B worle) abolithed by contempt,
| oave fecurity to vices, This di-
E f,’re;ﬁty we could never wonder
- at; {ceing the Laws of othet
E' Nations, Inventions of humane
I' Wit, arc enforced only by pe-
b nalties that by time, or through
' the floath of Governonrs, lofe
| their terrour: but the Jewith
¢ Ordinances. being tthc‘creis
i of the erernill God. not weak-
1 ned either- by contmuance of
. time, or foftnefs of the Judges,
I thev remrain (il the {fame; and
' when the Az and Scourge are no
longer feared Mens niinds are
neverchelels keptin ane by Re-

ligien .

CHAP. .

X
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The Common-wealth

CHAP. 1L

T he prudence of the L-éwgi-wr |

soncerning Affignation of Lands,
That they ought not to hgw been

the fir[t Seizer's. The Agrarian §
I‘.'ﬂw, and its ineftimable Miie B formerly - they had {pent their
lity, The Redemption of land:, §

The benefit of the Fubily, and So. |

lemnity thereof.,

FLaw'm Fofephus often cites }!
| Hecatans of Abdera, an |
Aut.ho'r of greac Faith and in.
tegrity, one that waited upon |
Alexandsr  the great in his
Wars ; Many Countries he view- |
ed, abounding with all kind of

fruits, but admired none fo much
as Paleffine ; Of this he wrote

a fingular Book, out of which

Lofephus recites many things in

favour of the Jews, To our pur-
[ ) ‘

pofe, he faich the Jews inhabited

i

ofthé Hebrents”
2 very good Ceuntry, ‘and moft
fruitful conteining three hundred
thoufand Acres 3 a feat, where~
inro as moft fit for theny, the
divine goodnefs tranfplanted the

Hebrews outof Egyppr 3 For, as

fives in tillage of the ground,and
feeding of Cattel 5 {o here 1 @
bounceous foil ‘they mighe fill
inrich chemfelves, and profper
by th=fame profeffion, So (oon
as the holy people had by force
of Arms poffeffed themiclves of
the promifed Land, the chief
Captain Jofsa prelently put in
execution the commands of
 Mofes. ‘The whole Country
he divided into twelve portions,
and gave it to be 'i,n_ha%fted by
the twelve Tribes. - Then, bhe
numbred the families in every
Tribe, and according to the

number of pexfons gave to every
family :




T L UONE. N PV SRS
s LA e

PP

P
LRyl

Py

The Common-peealth
family a2 cercajn proportion
of Lands, and. peeferibd their
bounds. By this means, all were
equally provided for; which is
the prime care of gaod Goves-
nours in everyCommon-wealth,
2 care, that the moft Policick
Nations, the Grecks and Ro-
7 ans, in after-times were not
unmindfull of. when they ca.
ried forth their Colomes,” Had
every one made that his own,

upon which he firft fer his foot, -

quarels :nd comniotions among
the people muft needs haye fol-
lowed . for fo 1t ufually comes
to pals; whillt every one feeks to

get and appropriate to himelf
what was common, Peace i

lofts Moreover. ¢1s/es, as it be-
came a wife Man, nor only to
order thingsat prefent, bur for
the future ages ~po, brought in
a certain Lawy toviding chgzt

: tnc

o the Hebrews.

the wealth of fome might not
tend to the oppreflion of the reft 3
not the people change thei
courle, and curn their minds
from their innocent labours to
any new and firange employ-
ment. This was the Agrarean
Law;a Law, whereby all pol-
felors of Land weie kept from
transferring the full nghe and
dominion of it unto awy other
perfon, by-tsle or other -contract
whatioever : For, both they that
on coirfiraing of pover:y had fold
thei. Land, had a right grqntcd
them to redeem it at any time
and they that did not redeem i,
receiv'dit freely again, by this
Law, acthe folemn fealt of Ju-
bily. There is a2 great writer,
Rabbi Mofes Ben Maimon ,
he that in his dwine work en-

titled 37N 713V hath hap:

i dall cheTalmudicall
Pl COHCQC - dotrine
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Ths (ommonwealrl

dodlrine excepe the trifles, ap
Author above our higheft com-
mendation, the only Man of
that Nation, who had' the gocd
fortune to underftand whae it
isto write ferioufly and to the
purpofe ; We fhall often make
ufe ofhis Authority, and now it
will help us out in the matter
webavein Hand. He is much
upon the benefic. of the Jubily,
confilting (faich he) herein, that
allLands returned to their an-
tient Lords, although they had -
pafled through the Hands of a
hundred buyers. Neicher are

. excepted; by this moft learned

writer, the Lands which came
toany one by donation, Thefe
could no more than other be
retained from the fif} pofleffor,
itisa point of the Talmudicall
Law, awd I make no queftion

but ’tis very right, The fame

Rabbin

I
t

|

ofthe Hebrews,

Rabbin from the fame fountain
declares, that Redemption was
permitted only to fuch as were
recovered from their povetry,
and enabled by fome gain or
commodity that had befallen
them. The realon’s plain ; for,
to borrow moncey, or to fell one
icce of Land to redeem ano-
ther, was to fruftrate the Law,
thatappointed the unable, and
their Heirs, to wait for the re-
lief of Jubily. Yet might the
Kinfmen of the neceffirous, in
the mean titne, buy off for their
money, what the poor owner,
without borrowing, could not.
Thefe Jubily-folemnities rerur-
ned every fiftieth year, beginning
at the feaventh month T7+4f7s,
No other time bronght with it
fo much publick joy : for, be-
fides the repofleffion of Lands
that had been alienated, hiberty
was

13
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T boe - (ommonisvenlrh

was given unto all i_'ervants.
Yet was nothing done before the i
tenth of that month, a holy Faft §
and day of Expiation, The ning { Thedanger of two amp'e paff:f-
Precedxp g da.yes were a!l [Pem l; Jeons, The Rovrn Coninigiia
in publick mirth and teafling, i wealth, Stolo’s Law. How the
like the Roman Saturnslia, W Hibrows wmamtained  them-

Hear how ¢ asumonid:s relates

“of the Hebrews.~-

CHAP, III,
Againof the Agrarian Lav.

i [lves, The Legiflarors provi-

it.  From the éegir;niifg of the
Jear, to the day of Expiations
nesther were the fervants dtf/mﬂ’
nor did they ferve their Mg,
Slers, What then 7 The fervants
did cat and drink and nzake
meryy, and every one of them [et
@ Crown upon his Hedd. Afrer
when the day of Expiations was
come, the Senators - of the San.
bedy sn fornded wirh their trumea
pets,and forthwith the fervants
went away f-ee, and the old I oyd;
roak a yepo(leffion of their L ands,

CHAP.

. dence, Divia: Laws of Agrie
cilnre and Pofturage, -

Uewe have more to fay of

the utility incended by 470,
fesinthe Agrarizm Liw, Cere
rainly, it was of great concern-
ment to the Con:mon-wealth,
as before we noted. that thea-
varice of a few {heuld not -
vade the peffefions difributed.
with fo fair equality.- It is not:
unafuall wich rich men-te thruft’
the poor out of his nheritance;’

) and deprive him of neceflaries,:

whillt they enlarge their own,
eftate




The Common-wealth

eftate fuperfluonfly. This pro- ,

ducc:h often a change of Go- §

vernment :  For, the twuth s,

That Common-wealzh is full

ot enemics, wherein the people,

many of them having lofi cheir

antienr pofleffions, with reflicls
defires afpire to a beeter fortune,
Thele men. weary of the pre.
fent, fludy JIerations, and flay

no [onger, than they necds muf,
mn an unpleafing condition,
Time was, when at Rame the
principall men (drawing all un.
to themielves. infoiruch thae
one Citizen pofleffed Land e
nough for rhrec hundred) were
confined by Sials’s Lawto five
hundred Acresa Man, But that
good order, by fraud,was quick-
Iy broken. Sto/o himfelf was the
firft to violate hisown Sanétion,
and was found guilty for hol-
dinga thoufand Acres, making
ufe

of the Hebrews.

u'e of his Sons name, whom to
thac end he had emancipated.
And after, by other arts, many
ozhers eluded the fentence of che
Law, themiclves pellefling what
was purchafed by their Agents,
This abule being perceiv’d by the
wile L:/ius, fricnd to Scipio A«
fricanus, he endeavoursd to re-
inforce the Law, but overborn
by the adverfe fa&tion, to pre-
vent contention and difcord, he
defied, So the way wasopen
for licence, and poffeifions wese
enlarged out of all meafurey till
at laft all 7ealy and the next
provinces fell intoa few Hands,
as their proper patrimony:
whereof, it were vety eafy to ale
lege tefttnonies , “but here is
needlefs, We touched alfo ano-
ther reafon of the Agrarian
Law, namely, chat Aofes would

not have the people languith
and
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The Common-wealth

and lofe their vertue by waut
of exercife. The moft eminent of
all their Anceltors having leda
paftorall life, and been good
Husbands in the Field, their po.
fierity could not be beteer fe.
cured from the vices and incom.
modities that follow dleaes,
than by being obliged to the
fame empleyments: which ate
not only the meins of geting
riches, bur were nfed by the belt

Men even from the beginning of §
the World, Indeed, thote Coun-
uy employments would {oon
have been deierted, had the Law @
permitted evety one to purchafe §

asmuch as he would, and lay
Ficld to Field ; Whereby it comes
to pafs. that the Lords of fo

much Land difdain to perform §
thofe honeft labours with theit j

own Hands, but commit the
bufinefs of Husbandry to o:h{grs ;
uch

of the Hebyews. ay

fuch as are, for the mofl part,

| frangers hired,or fervants boughe
1 wich money. The inferiour peo-
i ple, having no Heart to be{iw
their labour on Land that is not
E their own, get ouc of the Fields
| into the Cities, and their immure
 themielves, and are corrupted
| withan idle kind of life, fuppor-
- ted by fome {ofc and illiberall
| Art, Verily, after that the Re-
{ man Senators , and thofe but

i few, engrofled to themfelves the

| Fields which formerly belong’d
i to many, not the Citizens alone,
butall free men negle&ted and
1 forgot the art of tillage, - The
| Country that had cace feen fuch
i brave and gallant men as Cu-
{ rius, Fabricins, (ato, was now

 fild with the noile of chained

i

% labourers and bondmen. The
magnanimous  of-fpring of
Romnlns (as Varre ccmplai;:‘)i

b1

i
%‘
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did no longer exercife themfelves § juftice, nor conteined any in-
in the Corn-Fields and Vine- §commodity atall to the buyers
yards,but m the Circ and Thea- § of Land ; for,in thefale, an eye
zer + For, they had now thrown § was ever cafl upon the Jubily &
away the Hookand Plow, who § with refpe& unto the nearncs
of old (faich he) had fo divided § or diftance of it, the price did ei-
the year, that every ninth day f§ther rife or fal.This is that,which
only they vifised she (ity 5 all the §isatlarge fer down in Leviticms Lev.2s.
other dayes they attended their §inthele words : Ifthen foll ought 14:&C

of the Hebraws,
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Conntry-affairs. Thus did they |
decline from  their  Anceftors §
ways, which while they obfer-

ved, they teaped 2 deuble bene-;
fic 3 their Fields did abound with}

fruits, and their minds with vir-*
twe. For prevention of the many |
publick evils that arife fromf:
the fore-mentioned neglect, Ao}
fes a Man excellent both.-in-divine
and bumane wifdom -provident-
ly decreed the privileges of Re-|
demption, and eftablithed the
Taw of Jubily: A Law,that
bad not che leall (hadow of in-

juﬁicc, '

wnto thy Neighbonr , or bnyeft
ought of thy Neighbonurs Haxd |

1 9¢ [ball wet opprefs (or cirenmsa

vent) gne another - -eAceordmg
10 the mumber of years after the
Jubsly, thow [balt buy of thy
Neighbsur, and according to tin
nember of years of the fruits he
fhall fell mnto thee - -~ According
to the mulsitude of years thon

? [halt sncreafe the price thereofs

and according to the fewnefs of
jears thes (balt diwinifly the

| priceof ét « for according to the

foll

#wyto

wmber of the yeirsfhall be
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| T he Conmuonewealth

pato thee:Te [ball not therefore op. |
prefs (or deceive) onc anather,

Now,if the Seller defired tore- B
deem his Lands, before the Jubi. |
Jy, it was alfo with great equity §
ordained, that he fhould render |
back the price, only recaining {o §

* rauch of the money, as the buyer §
* had receivd in profits, By this

means Reflitution of Lands was

made withouc any damagcatall |
to cither party ; and Agriculture, §
their old honeft employment, |
kept up in efleem and practice|
among(t all the people. What}
the natureand condicion of that

people was, to whom Aefes}
gave his Ordinances, cannot|
be doubted : for,among fo ma- |

ny Laws which he made, as 2} P b b
| he cals Y, whercin are

great number concern Juflice |
and Religion, fo the reft. which }
pertain to their eftates and mat- |
ter of profit,tun all upon rules of

~ Husban.

19

of the Hebrews,

ty. How carefully .are the peo-
ple taught, when to give reft to
their Land, and to intermit their
feeding ? what they muft ob-
ferve at Harveft and Vintage?
What years it was allowed to
gather fruic. of the Vine? Far-
ther, with what feverity are they
forbidden to fow mingled feed
in the fame ground; to mix
divers kinds of Animals in ge-
neration ; or put them together
under one Yoke ? Thereft, tou-
ching the breed of Cacle, Firft
Fruits, and Tenths, are almoft
infinite. They are handled at full
inthe Talmud : where they take

| up the fixe parc of the whole, or

more. M asmonides hath com-
rehended all in his Book, that

| admirable {ecyets,

C CHAP.
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CHAP, IV.

Inwhat freighe every feventh
year brongh the Jews. The be-
sefs granted to this Nagion by
Alexander the Great, for 4 cer-
tain prophecy . The Fews had

little commerce with: other peas

their affairs, Arifotles. opinon
of the Jews. Who are the beft
Gomman-wealths men, Of Ar-
téficerss

~ Uch were the Laws giveh: to
Y the Hebrews: all whole:
wealth layin the Fields. Acear-
ding to the encreafe whereof;

they were.in penury ot abun- |

dance ? Hence it was, thac asiaft;
as forein Kings:impofed tribute:
on them, every feventh yeat
brought them into fo great a
ficeight, that they. were hardly

able |

of the Hebyews,
able totaife che fum, For cheir
Law would not permic them 1o
till the ground-that year, and to
onther in the fruits thereof,

which yeelded all cheir money.

Alexander of Macedonia, ha—

i ving learned ac Ferufalens out of
! , | Dantels Book, that a Greciant
ple. The Grecians ignorant of '

fhould overthrow the Perfiam:

| Empite,” glad with the prophe~

H
£

 his Councry-men: MNeither do
C 2 we

cy, bad the Jews ask of him:

| fome royall faour. They an-

fivered, no greater benefic conld!
be done them, thaw the remiffiont
of the feventh years cribute: Tt
was granted, The Samaricans,
when they faid much for them-
felves to obtein the farne indui-
gence, were not heard, ~ Bur, of
all that can be faid: in- this kind,
nothing is more' luculent than

that which * Flavins gives in " ¥ Apel:
anfwer to Apion, in behalf of 44¥-4"
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we live near the Sea, nor delight
intrading 3 nor have we there-.
fore any commerce with. other
Nations : but eur ((#tses are ve-
wiote frows the Seay.and we onr
felves feated in a fruitfull Land,
swhich we make more fraitfull by
good Hushandry. Indeed, whet-
as feverall Nations are {o affo-
ciated by Trade, that the Com-
modities of all Countries are
tranfported and may feem na-
turall to every one, the Jews
alone  conteined
within the bounds of their own
Land, not applying themfelves
unto negotiacion, For they paf-

fed not the Sea, nor vifited

other people, nor were vifited by
others, Whence it came to pafs,
that the Grecians and others

‘have delivered many fabulous

reports concerning them.  For
very few had cervain intelligence
| of

themielves |

o fuerprwiybde iy e

of the H ebrews.
of their affairs. Hecataus is the
only man that hath written

truth; The reft have related
what they had by fame and

| hear-fay ; Which, how unfafe ic
b is in all Hiffory, appears by

| Ephorus, a famous Author of

old, who faid, Jéeria, which he

| never faw, was cne Citie: a
¥ ridiculous errour ; for ’twas not

i
!
1
i
|
’z
!
H
|
!
i
!

¥ aCity, but a great and popu-

lous part of the Weftern World,
It is 2 marvellous ignorant con-
ceit of Arifforle in Clearchus,
that the Jews were propagated
from the wite men of /udis, but
had changed their name: the
Philofophers of /#dia being cal-
led Callans, and in Cava Syria
Jews. I am athamed, fo greata
man (hould -make fuch a poor
conjecture. Buc that which the
fame Avriffotle there addes, as
itisnot incredible to us, foisic

C3 very
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They livein mediterrancan pla-
ces, and Merchants and firan-}
gers have no acce(s unto them. }

The (emmon-wealth

very glorions for that holy Na- |
tion. He faith, when he was in §

Afia, there came unto him a

certain Jew,a man of fo much
lcarning and _{cience,
compasiion of him all the Gre-

o be but Blocks.

s adnt

that i §

hath made fome amends for }

that, he had imprudentdy sela-

“ted concerning their Originall: §

which he had bzen better to bave
omitted, asa thing unknown to

a franger. And truly to mej

Flavius feems to glory in the
Jews obfcurity, when he faith,

For fo, they long kept their
mannets uncorrupted, and none
of thofe exotick things pertaining
toluxury and riot was impor-
ted, whereby moft. potent nati-

ons

of the Hebrews,

ons are undone. The reftof his
words are fuch, that Flavins,
you may fay, is proud of his
County : We dwell in a fertsie

- Land, and in the cultrre of it

we [pend oy Labowr = as if no-

cians that were prefent, feemed § thing could be greater or better.

Herein he |

Ariffuele recites {ome Edilts,

framed by moft anuent Law-

makers, coming very nigh unto
die Mofaicall. Oxyles, King

“of the Elians, prohibited Lands

tobe mortgaged for mony 3 and
the Locrsans Were not perinit-
red 1o fell the Inheritances of
their Fathers, - Which Ordinan-
ces were {as the greateflt Auther
of naturall wifdom noteth) to
this purpofe, that the people
micht not defert the culcure of
their' Fields. Wherefore he fo
often iterates it i his Politicks,
chat the bet Common-wealth

is,where the people live uponTil-

C 4
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lage and Pafture. He gives the §

veafon Becanfe they govern
themfelves and their affairs ac-

cording to the Laws : for they

maintain themfelves by their
labour, and cannot have any tinie
s0 be idle, Other Common-
weals, fill'd with 2 mulcitude
of Opificers and Mechanicks,
he judgeth in far worfe condi-
tion, becaufe the life of fuch
men is una&tive and fedentary,
and their employment of no al-

vulgar objeétion is, (which F/a
vizs mentions)agamnit the Jews:
ITnthat Narsonthere are no i3-
ventors of new works, no Arti-
ficers - This is no difgrace to

the Jews, but the greateft praife;

for how can the invention be
praife worthy, when the exer-
cife of the things invented is

- illiberall

o 1

of the Hebrews.!
illiberall ? All Opificers are con-
verfant in works char foul their
hands 3 and Ariforle faith well,
they forve a kind of fervitude,

Y but limited, becaufe we ufe their

| hands and labour; not as of

{ervants in all, but in fome

8 one matter. So little of what is

| ingenuous can be found in the
| Shop, wherein, befide the reft,

liance unto vircue, It appears [] Antient

hence, how vainand frigid chat |

e

there is al(o this evill, that it ef-
feminates and weakens both the
body and mind, Wherefore in
Common-weals well
eftablithe, (as the moft judicious
Mafer faith) Opificers were not
Free-inen,but frangers,and th
were 2 body as it were diftin
and feparate fromthe Citizens.

Csy CHADP.

33
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CHAP. V,

The Hebrews bated by th
Egypians, andwhy. The Egyp-
tians given to sdle Arss: emaf-
cnlated by Seloltris, s Egyptie

of the Hebrews,

" Egypr, fex upon fellulary arts,

d under che (hade of their Cities

an Law of inhersting tvades. The
| difpofition unto foftnefs, {o af-

Shepheards, athird of the Egyp-
tians, feared by the veff : and why
wore hated than Hysbandmen,

N Ow it will be eafy to ob-

ferve the caufe why the |;
Jews were hated alwaies by the {
Egyptians, not only while they |;

{ojourned there, but afterward
when they had a ptoper feat and
a Common-weal of their own
in the neighbouring Land of
Paleftine, bounded on the South
with Egypt, as Cornelins Tagie
tats velates.  Truly, that hatred
{prang from nothing more, than
3. diffimilitude of [ife and Ru-
i€se

For all the Plebeians of |
Egypt, |

took their eafe wichin the- Walss

Yea fome, perverting the offices
of the virile {ex, handled the
{pintiing wheel.
were ever prone by their own

terward were their minds. more -

enervated ij the King Sefoftris;
Whofe ftudie it was to foften

his people, and as the Egypti-

ans themfelves report, learned
There -

was 2 Law too, that conduced -
| to this end by confining their wit -

the skill of Mercury.

within narrow bounds: for no
Opificer might exercife any o-
ther Art, but that which defcen-
ded to him from his Father, Fu-
venal , when he would {mite
(7ifpinnes (2 man gotten up to
high place by evill Auts, and
Cafars favour) with a Satyri-

call

And as they

35
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| The Common-wealth
call jetk, callshima Plebeian of

Nilus, and flave of Canopus.
For fo it was theopinion, that.p
the Priefls were free, and the O-

pificers, which were the com-
mon people, fervants. But there
was another fort far different
- from thofe, a certain third part
of the people, which livid ac
diftance in the plains of Egypr,
and near the marfhes. Thele

and able men, but execrable to
all the Egyptians, becaufe the

cure in their idle courfe oflife, |

Thefe often made great com- |, unto opr ensmics, and tahe arms

motions, and fometimes created |;

Kings for themfelves. Where-
fore the Romans in after times,
when they eafily held the reft of
Erwpr in obedience, placed a

AT

of the Hebrews,

exact view of all chings, you will
find, this was the only reafon
that made the Egyprians, even
from the fuf}, o ill- affeGed un-

i to Shepheards; becaule thofe
 fedentary  men and  opificers
| could not endure their fierce and

lively fpirits,” Pharaoh him-
felf, when he had decreed to a-
bate and deprefs the growing

- mulutude of cthe Ifraelites,
were - the Shepheards; adive i fpeaks tohismen on this wife :
4 The Ifraclites ave [Fronger than
y |1 we. Come, let ns.deal wifely that
would not {uffer them to be fe- |1 they encreafe nor, left when

| War arifes they joyn themfelves

\
againff s, Thatopinion I think:
to beright and.true; nor can T
affent to them, that impue the

1 caufe of this publick hatred to
1 their fuperftition : as if the He-
ftronger Garrifon in thele- pares, |;
When you have taken the moft

exaét

1 brews, Keepers “of Flocks and

Herds; could not be fuffered by
that
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chat Nation,who reverenced,fome-
Sheep, fome Goats, fome other §

fourfoored Beafts, and ~would
not {lay them, being perfwaded,

¢here was in thern fomething of ¥ oveflowing fiream bred and en- -

divinity. But this Reafonis ve-
ry improbable; for what will
they anfwer, when either they

{hall learn out of the Penta- |

teuch, that Pharsoh had-innu-
merable Flocks of Sheep; or
when they (hall fee fo mauy
monuments of Hiftories to be
produc’d, making manifeft, that
a confiderable part of the Egyp-
tians (as we have above faid)
lived in Paftures, and ameng

Cactle? Andyet is that faying |

gotablein the Scripture ; oAl

Shepheards ave hated by the E- |

gyprians, Of Husbandmen it is
not fo fpoken : nor indeed could
their valour ( which was none

atall ) be feared or hated. For-
the |

of the Hebrews, |

| the lazy Clowns had all cheir
§ hopes placed not in the indu-
} firious manuring of the ground,
! but in the River Niélus, The

creaft their Corr: nor did it
| bring only fruicfulnels to the
| earth, buc earthic felf ; for be-

ing mixt with much mud, it en-

lar’d the Fields, and by an
yearly addition firetched out
i the bounds of their Land. So,
| the Cotintryman admired both
1 his foyl and Crop newly {prung,

' which without his labour and

care had fallen to him.
|

|
; CHAP,

39
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CHAP. VL.

The Fabily not celebrated
afser the Captivisy, Thas folem-
ity was kept in the 49. jear,
whichwas the 7. [abbaticalls

7Oncerning the Egyptians,
what difpofition they wett

of and how different from their
Neighbours of Fudea, wee hayt
{fpoken fufficiently; We return,
to fay a fiele more of the Ju-
bily.  The Agrarian Law made

by’ LMefes touching the refti-|;

eation of poffeffions was obfer-
ved with very great '
untill che defolation of the tor-
mer fanGuary by the Affyrians,
After that, Paleflin lay forfa-
ken and incule for the fpace of

~0. years, as the Prophets had),

foretold. But when at length
that fatall time was expired,

the!

Religton}

of the Hebrews. = -

] the Jews indeed returned to their
| ntienc  habitations, and the
g Temple was built a-new, but
| never was the Agrarian Law
 revived, nor the Jubily {olem-
 nities celebrated any more. No
more now did cvety fifiieth year

give hiberty to fervants, mor re-

fiorc unto the former Lords

| their loft and fold pofiiffions.’

! Whether jultly the fiftieth year
| ot the forty ninth was the year

{We joyn with thefe ineompa-
i rable men of our time that hold
i the forty minth : nor can we af-
{fenc unto Masmo. sdes in this,
i though for the moft, we religi-
oufly embrace his judgement,
For this Author hath recompen-
ced us, for his tew and little er-
rours, with many great virtues,
iand very choice obfervations
Levery where, It is obferved iI::);
the

AN

e

§of Jubily, ’tis madea queftion.

41
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thefame ¢ Maimenides, that, ]
to the intermiffion of Agricul-
ture, there is the fame reafon of §
the Jubily and every feventh |
year ; noris this aconjecture of i
the Jews only, or a probable
opinion ,  but certain and §
undoubred truth, which the §
Legi{lators own word confirms,

Levie,25. But now, if the 50§

year exally were the Jubiy,

two Sabbaticall years (tor thefy
49. is Sabbaticall) would with-13
out intermiffion have been ce-d

Icbrated together. A fingular, g

whercas providence had fo o
dained that every fixt year in
Paleftin, by its. exceeding fruit-

firange and unufisall thing:™ For 3
!

filne(s, (hould prevent the fa-|

mine of the feventh, being the|;

yeat of relt to the Fields, thew};
muft now be a more miractl-j;

lous fruitfulne(s, if two years}:
of|

of the Hebrews.

of reft fhonld come together. -In

neicher was it lawfull to Plow

or Sow. Therefore, the divine

bounty, which is exprefled in

Levit, ({ will fend my bleffing

sipon yott in the fit Jear, and st
fball " bring ferth the fruits of
three years) muft be encreafed
to ferve for four years, the 49
and 50. being, upon divers rea-
fons, both Sabbaticall. No fuch
fuicfulnefs was ever granted
to any other Land or Nation.
We confefs indeed the Land of
Paleftin was the favourite of
Heaven, and much indebted to
the divine influence above o-
ther Lands; yea, things went
there fometimes contrary to the
Laws of Nature. Neverchelefs,
fecing none of the Pr'o‘Phets have
given teflimony to fo great 2

miracle, nor any hiflories have

made any record of it, We muft
not
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, ' liew ol §3WAY Dy the babylonians, bee
not, by.too eafy a credulity, givt yond Esphrates, their Comntry

occafion erto chargs | :
ccafion to our Read harge was polluted by the wicked :
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us with ftupidity. F Wherefore, after the return of
ithe Jews into their feats, Ezra

thehigh Prie}, by a folemn a&,

CHAP. VIIL reftored fan&imony to the Ci-

The three confecr ations ef Pa-
letin avd of the ((1ties 5 Of Cuty.
bonfes, of Jerufalem and her pri
vileges, Agrippa’s offeace, and
the Fows embaflage upon it to
Nero, Of enlarging their terri-
tories ; and the right of fortify-
ing, The ruin of the (ommone

wealth. The (iries of refuge.

He Talmudifs 2ffiem, when
Jofuah marched into Pa-
leftn, he confecrated all the

walled Cities, This they called [?

the firft entrance. But when
the holy people was carried

away |

ties, and that was the fecond en-
trance, At laft Cafar Titus,
having overthrown the Jews,
prophaned all again. And here
ithe Talmudifts - flatter them-
sfelves with a pleafingerror. ‘For
ithey doe yer expect <t ffia,
Awho, as they would have it fhall
invade the kingdom of Pale-
f in, and confecrate the -Cities

fonce more. This, fay they, will

be the third entrance. More-
over, the ame Authors tell us,
Wherein confifts the Religion
land fan&imony-ef Cities ; and
Why the Villages and Coun-

_lry were not confecrated allo
* : Which
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Which it would be tedious: to
relate.  When the Towns of
Paleftin were affigned to che
feverall tribes, the. Lewstes too
received Cities for their habita-
tions; but the Country, the
Fields and poffeflions were fo
divided, that they had no (hare :

For they had the Tenths only,

and firft fruits, and all the Sa-
crifices, Of thefe they lived,
and with thefe chey did abound.
But we muft obferve with A74i-
monides, what is here f{aid hath
place only in: the Land, which
by Covenant was. given to 4=
braham, [ faae, and Facob, and
which was held by their chil-
dren, and divided-among( them,
But in other regions, which were
fubdued by fome Kings of /-
rael, the Prielts and Levites had
their portion with the reft of
the Hebrews, Concerning Ciry-

dwellings

q" the Hebrews,

| dwellings there was a Law, thac

he who had fold his Houfe might

|redeemn it within a yeax: the:

yeat being patt, it. was che buy-
ers; nor had the next of Kin
any right to redeem it, ner was
| the Jubily here of any benefit.,
If the Houfe were. redeemed; the:
L whole price was: repayed. to the:
buyer, alchough: the fale and
delivery had been made many
months before. And the for-
mer pofleffor might redeem his.
Houfe, even on the laft day: of
the year. In cafe he was ab-

Ment, who had:bought it,. or was.

gone okt of the: way: on pur-

| Porc} thc Redeelnﬁr. addre{redf

thimfelf to the Courr, and ha-.
'ving there i prefence of the

1Senate laid down the price: he:
had received,. departed;, brake:

open. the doors, and took. pof~
| effiorcaf his-Houfe again. Th Es;
I | the

i

{
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The Common-wealth

the Talmudifts, Inthe Cicies of §
the Levites it was not fo . but, §
for their houfes, they bad the
benefit of the fame Law which )
was eftablithe by Aofes con- §
cerning the Fields and rurall

poffeffions of all the Hebrews |
as hath been faid. Wherefore §
they might redeem them afte §

was not before redeemed, thef
Jubily reftored. Amongft allf
the Cities; moft eminent was§
Ferufalemss fanity, and (as the]
Talmnd delivers) it remain’
perpetuall, ever fince the De]
dication by the moft gloriousy
King Salomon: That Ezrd
confccrated it again, was ub-
neceffary, for it was not capa-
Lle to be prophan’d, like other
Cities, by the hands of the Sa-

o

of the Hebrews,

is, that it was lawfull to facri-
fucat Heervfilem, and to- feaft
upon the facrifices, even in che
duft and afhes of the deltroyed
City. But how grear was the
Religion of the place, appea-
red by thofe Jews, whom Ha- -
drizn the Emperour permitted
once a year to vifit the deformed

the year was paft; and what] reliques of the holy City, and

there to lament and deplore the
miery of their Nation,  This

| City was not affigned by lot

unco any one tribe, but was

dfl common to chem ali: Where-

fore the Tulmudtfts frec it from
¢hat Law, which commaads che
bloud fecretly fhed in che bor-
ders of che Tribes, to be expia-
ted by {laving of a Heifer. This
which follows is not from {u-
pertticion, but from cheantiént
and approved cuftom of the
Nation, < Mitmonidzs elates,

D if
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if any had an upper room fo §inhabited by one hundred twen-
high that it gave them a prof. L ty thoufand. perlons, were not
pect to the toly of Holies, they @ very materiall for us co know,
miche indeed once a week go Y bur that there is fomething of
up to ice all fafe,but oftner or for  (ingular note concerning the en-
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other cante, they might not Ve
rily King A grspps much offen.
ded his people when fiom a lofty
room inhis palace he took a fre.
quent view of the Temple & faw
from on high what was done

within it. The Jews, thinking |

thisto be an unfufterable thing,

Kings profpect, and without de.

lay fent unto Reme ten Legates, | the incerpretavion of che divine

L anfwer,

with /f#ael the High-Prieft, and

Elsazar the Trealurer, to Pe| Sanbedrin recited rwo Verfes

tition Nero for a confirmation
of that , which Religion had
compell'd - the people to do.
What Hecotews of Abdera
faith in Flaviws, that Fersfalem
was of 5o, furlongs compafs,

inhabited

laigement of their pomaria,

d which Afaimovides hath de-

i

clated out of the Talmudicall

{ Books, And this it is, In the

i

1

3)

i

)

i
!

1)

! enlargement of the City, the
: oreat Scnate Sanbedris, and the
! King. and one Prophet, conful-
' ted the oracle, called #rim and

raifed a highwall to cut cffthe | Thummim, After thae they had’

agreed among: them!cives about
the Senators of the

of thaakigiving, and having
taken rwo Loaves of leavencd
Bread, and departing prcicutly
with  inflcimens of  Mutick,
madea Hand at the turning of
every Sicet, aud at all Monu.

3 meags
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- The Common-wealth
ments eretted in the City, and

pronounced thefe words : / will §

extoll thee O Lovd, becanfe thoy § 15 allo deliver’d by Coruelins

haft lifted mse np. Avlaft, when §

they were come unto the plice
defigned for confecration, be.
caufe it wastobe the bound of

clieir pomaréa, they all flayed; §
and there, of the two Loaves §
taken with them, afrer the Ver- B
fes fung , they eat one; the o- B

ther, they burnt in the fames,
Thefe things received from their

‘Anceflors, the Talmudicall wri-|
ters have thus left upen record,

Nor are they unprobable, fee-
ing the like and almofi the {ame
are exftanc in che ¥2.Chaprerof
INehemials commentaries. Yet
in afrer tintes, che liberty of che

Jews being oppreft by the Ro- |

ryans, this prolation of their ps.
maria depended not wupon the
pleafure of clie-gtearCotacill bue

of the Hebrews,
| of theRoman people,Farther,this

Tacitus, that the Jews, with a
great fum of money purchaled
icave to fortify, Whence it ap-
pears, the Queen of Citics, j’g-
riefatsms, Was in the fame con-
dition wich alf towns under the
Roman power, whole \Walls
& could not be repair’d withoue
the Authority of the Prince cr

i i

of |

| Governour, nor any thing joy-
J ned ro them, or fer upon them :
tas ™ Wlpian the Lawyer fauh.+r, o g,
X And tl‘uly,flmfa’:m Cefav, when f. aziciim
: he had  received ipelliceice dvif.
| that they were encling Forn-
. [rlem with a mighty Wall, ad-
. monilhed Agripps of that new

attempt ; and thereupon, the
. King,in obedience to the Em-
. perour, left cff the work he had
- undeitaken. The Talmudicall

writers fay, Ferufalems had this
3 priVi]ege,

B A
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The (ommon-wealth

recatned by the buyer, They fayf

alfo, it was nior lawfull co plan} p

Oschards or Gardens there!
affivming that of the whole Ci f
ty, which Hecatqris hath writ §
ten of'the circuit of the Temaple, &
Dead bodies, which were car|
ried avy whicher, were not ad-f
mitted into thae City; oug of 4!
refpeltunto the Holinefs there.)’
of. Ouly two Sepulchers were:
there, of Davd, and of Qld,

buile (they fay) by the old Pro]
pheis,  Yet were the Levits:
bound up with a2 more fluict|:
Religion  beirg
bury the dead 1 their Cicies and|.
in the Field of their Suburbs tool!
Wherefore, by divine appoint
ment, they received from theo-|
ther Tribes a parcell of groundy;

without

p!‘ohibitcd - tol;

DO

of the Helbrews.

privilege, ahove other Towns of § without their own borders,where

Fudes | that no houle in the§ they might lay the bones of their

- City, afiet one year, ¢ould be dead torefl, In other Towns, 1t

! was not uplawfull o bury,

rovided feven honelt men gave
affent thereco ; but when once
the Corps was cawied forth of

[ the gate, it might not be recei-

ved again within the walls, al-

" though all the people fhould
' defire it.

Jerufalem, as we faid
above, was the head-city. the
feat of Religion and holy rites 3
Wherefore, that being over-
theown, there fell wizi 1o the
form of the Jewith Common-
weal. both Crull and tacred.

Teuly what Flovres {avh ot a .
L yoice heard out of che Tcm{.\le,
i before the defirution of tee

City, Lot 1s go hence 5 feemech
unto me to fignfie nothing clie,
but that the Common- weal
was to. be diffolved , and the

D 4 Scepter

35




\

et

T oo VO B R
N e i 33

{ga sapderct

,.-..-...-.,.‘-‘__..u
TSPt X AT 1l R 3 R 6 it i marige -

o

—— Y
SR i

1

gt

S S
I,

e

Y T T e« B

The Common-wealth

Scepter to be taken away, which
of old was given to the holy
Nation,” For within a fhor
tinie, the orders, and funétions,
and rices, and almwft all thejt
Laws ceaied ; and there follow-
ed great confulion, defolation,
and diftradtion. Fuft of all the
meft {acred College ofthe Ha.
fideans, that drew its Originall
from the Prophers, was now
nomore;. becaufe their cuficm
was, to goe every dav to the
Temple, and to beftow volun.
tary charges upon Sacrifiees,
and upon the Porches and Walls
of the San¢tuary. And whercas
Mofes impofed upon ftrangers

“that (hould become Profclytes,

the oblaticn of fome “cerrain.
gift, this upon the diffolucion
began to be deferred altogether
ylanother time when the third
aiictuary, which they yet exa

pedt,

of the Hebrews,

§ they any moremarry their Bro,
d.thers Widows, which have no
TChildren . And the folennity
' ofthe Pafleover, never fince that
time, hath been rightly celcbra-
ted: for che Law commanded
| it thould be kept in that place,
| wherein .God™ had chofen the
i (eat of his hou'e. Of fo mugh
} confequence was the i1l of one
City it hath changed and per-
varied all things, and broughe
o ruin the Comnmon-wealth of
the greateft people in the world,
Concerning other Towns of fu-
| des, nothing memorable comes
! into our mind, but that God

[EETSTRNEE T KAPIIRS S wa AP

e b

. Cities of efuge. chat fichas had
| uowitcingly flain a2 man mighe
‘ find {afety and protection there.
* Theredid they endure a gentle
. banifhment till the High-Priett

- D s dyed,

¥ pe&t, (hall be builr, Nor dee

appoinred fome of them for

57




=7

VIS -t L

-

e —

TR T et LT D e P

¢8

The Common-wealth

of the Hcbrews,

| [ e will
W { upon fome other towas, we Wi
dyEd ey s 57 hemm a t}}:cret'ore lec pai's_ becaule we

4 cannot polith nor grace them by
f our handling. ]

at iberty 5 {o that, if happy any
had deceafed -before, yec their

bones might then be carried in--

to the Serulchers of their Fi.
thers.  Thefe towns were fix,
and three more fhall be added
to them, fay the Talmud-wri-
ters, when the greateft of K ge
Meflizs, (h:ll come upon the
earth ; to which they refer that
of (1 fes, not fpoken fucely in
vain, Whes the Lo d your God

Jhull enlargs your bord-re, Be. |
fides the (x Cicics. the fame pri- |

vilege was granted to the wo
and fo-ty towns of Levits . byt
that the fame wrirers deny. thole
places to have been fafe for
them. that underffood nor the
benefie of the Lw Other
things, which may be faid of the

ght of thefe Cigjes, tegether
with what the Jews comment

upon

:_?
{
%s
9
—-:

PN Sy SR

RIS, P

CHAP, VI
what Palettin Lid above o-

'R oiler Connrics. [he Hebrew
i (mm aewendth cinld not bee

tr‘zn,’[zr-ﬁd snte ether F;’xccj, Of
tie B r[ll‘r'('d,"/'ffsﬂ j:w! : :‘5,’,‘4 tb.cn'
pirere Of the Sceprer, ﬁ_g.-tm,/f
{.mon., The ] { TR IAGIT=
walth bosnd to P:_:!:H'm. N
Temple to g2 bult <dfewricres

T

graning ‘
peopic  was

F1J3

e Common.wealth of
the Hebrews had e hoa-
then, wiien the uly
h"nugh: inro the

havpy land of /.o fur, Betore:

o e e AL
which time, though 1 e

rabiaz

39
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tabian deferts moft wholefome § affixed unto ic alone, Had any
Laws, both ceremoniall and ju- § one led that people out of their
diciall, were given by aofes proper feat, and eflabfithed the
the man of God : yet all their | fame Common. wealdh by the
force pertained o tha Countiy, ¥ fame Laws, neither would the
wherein as the feverall Tribes b Common-wealth have retai-
fhould have feverall Towns, {5 | ned its fanétimony, nor the peo-
there {hould be one City fin- § ple .their Majclty. Pertinent
gularly appointed, to be the | hereand fit to be confider’d on i
Chamber of the Empire, and § our way s that faying of * Aui- * Libir4.  }
fent of facred rites I the it ¥ monide: . s it :'Jamt lawfull Min.in < §
part of the Pentateuch. the moft i for the Fewsto mave their [eats Hel. Mel.
wife Legl.ﬂator’ repeating what | ‘ot of Paleflin, fo reither may “as.
he had given in charge l-efore, they pafs our of Babylon into o=

hath to out purpole added thete || thir Comntrizs. Without the

exprels words again and agant: i explication of this, whofoever

Lhefearethe precepes, the sra. read the writing, of the Hebrew

Futes ””dJ”dE"”""’"“, whieh ye Mafters will ineet with rubs,
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i /{m.’l _0//[57‘7/: in the Land which ; The wuth is, AL monides

. % BIven yon for an jaheritance || {peaks not of all the Jews, but

i 7o pojjefse Truly, Palefin had | of them only who were car-

} '. : gns CX.CC”CDC_V above Othcr § chd away by [hc enemy bc..

b ~olintries, that the holy Na. | yond Ewphrates | and dwelt at

? | tion and Common. wealeh was | Babylon and thereaboat, Some
|
I

affixed || of
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of thefe, after 70, years, retur-
ned into Pel (f¢- + the reft, mo-
ved by the beneficence of the
Kings, under whom they lved,
continied at B-+bylon, and fixed
thewr colonses there. The mul-
titude of them was very grear,
andac laft grew up intoa Na-
tion, ’lis incredible. what
fteength chefe exiies had; for
they did almioft oftr bo.h the
Micer and the Diadem  that s,
the P.ielthond and he Kingdom,
to i, heftening out of
Pavr iz nato .oy and to
them were commicted che Ar-
can: ot the Babyloman Emjire,
which ua tleb.ew Prielt kevein
a grea. flrong Tower at £ .-
tas of the Mdes, Tlhele fovs
were joytied 10 2 very cloical-
liance with thofe of 7.4 #: .,
The fame tnfthcurions. che fame
coutfe of life, the fame langu.ge

was

ofthe Hebrews,

b was common to both forts : all
f things were the fame,  Where-
fore. as God permitted them ¢
1 dwell at Babylon far from their

- Country, becaufe they were fiee

there from the contagicn ot any

| forein cuftoms; f{o were they
¢ denyed to” proceed any farther,
| and to go to any oiher habita-

[P IE p voreeo- ey pama -+

tion, [his is che meaning of
M aimonides where he inter precs
that of Jeremy s ;f;n'] fh/u’t' be
cirried isto Bibylon and re=
main there. L here 13 no more
quettion to be made of this mat-
tet . That is very glorious,
which fome wile men ot the
higher form. appreved and fol-
lowed by <7 éwand .. have
coniceived of theie Bihvlonhas,
Theiropinion is aiter i farall
relan’e and decay of e affurs
and (tate of Forufdern, thele
B.byionian Jews ate the rnly

pe-ple

prara
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PRpieiwsivgmy s en———

N P e e en



i

e 1 a e T

- PR L P Tt N '. v:‘ o
TR LY T L S0 BT 3 L A e S KSRy el 3 b ¢

T e e e T TR T T e v ot T O T

" D S s o = ey v . T " 52 Tres 4T gt P e S e R
P BT RTLLS e seed S il DET T RIS T TR AR e I L

T be (ommaon-wealth

people upon whom was trasf.
fer’d the Imperiall dignity,
promifed in that. famous Ora.
cle . The Sceprer [hall not de.
part from Juda, nor 2 Law-gi.
ver from between his feet, uniil]
Shiloh come, We, who reve
rence the excellent virtues of
Mamnonides . make no fcruple
to reprebend his errours. Cer-
tainly, that mof}. confidering
Author, in this opinion, whilft
he too much faveurs his Covn-
try-mens conceits . forfook  his
own judgement.. I am not ig.
norant, that the Babylonian

]cws had 2 Common-wealth |

amony themfclves, and admi-
niltred Juflice to the «eft of their
own Mation chzr wetre without
Palcffin, Nor do we forget,
that fome Peers, defcended from
the houfe of Da2:d_alwaies held
the principality there. Yet

' therefere

af the Hebrews.
| herefore follows not,that which

f ibbi Ben Muimon would
 have, For the Scepter, whereof |
| the Uracle was, is nothing elie,
fbue  the Jewith Common-

wealch, that is, thac Prielily
Kingdom, whereunto the Re-
 ligions and Ce:emonies were,
| not an acceffion or prop , but
the very foul and fpirit. Befides,
- the cuftody of Ceremonies and
facred Rites did not belong to
i every City , but one, wherein was
the fan&uary, the peculiar feat

jand babitation of the Deicy.
1 'That City firft-was Shtoh, at-

terward Feraf lems in the mid@
{of ‘Pal. ffi», 1fany fchiimatical
' Jew built a Temple or Alar
1 inothe Lands. they offended a-
1 cainft the Rights and inviclable
{Taws of the Common-wealth.

+ There is extant, amo:g the mo-

numents of hiftory, the Epiftle

i
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The Common-wealth

of Ouiu to Prolomy and Cle.
patra; wherein he accufech his

of the Hebrews.

| falem. Yea the veffels, which be

¥
o
33

. Countrymen. becaufe they had |8

buile an&uaries in the ‘Paent
cian Ciries and ellewhere, con-
trary to the Law : being him-
felf guilty of no lefs faule "hu-
ving buile a Temple ac 77 -/io

poles, pretending che Authority ;

of the Prophet /finai to coun-
tenance his ambitions enterprize,
This could not be done wichout
violation of the Cerem nies. I
was among(t the deciees of the
moft antient Jews, whuch - R.:6-
bi Mfes Eayp- s delivers thus:
If one b 1 tr‘-g;f/;gre/f'd the
Law, and built an other  houfe
b:fide the farlluiry at Jerufa-
lem. ér 45 not 15d-cd 4o be weconn-
ted aremple of [duls 5 but yet the
Pricft thet hath ferved there,
can mever facrifice at the [an-
ttuary of God, which ts at Jeru-

{alen,

j

[ . o e

e e et

T i

Schate e aameney

hath ufed, no man (b Ul apply to

tie Ainiftries of the trig [ane

Ehuiy, but thay s} be bids

e T
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CHAP. IX,

Criminall canfes judged only
in Paleflin, wot by the B ibyls-
wian Jows and others, Wien the
Commmon-weal was of all the
Hebrews, when of the Fowss
what the Scipter wa, The
planfible opinion  of Eufcbius
confuted, Wherebn confifts and
to whom bebongs I mpersall Ma-

seftye

Fat we havenow faid of
the fanctuary is of great

moment to the confuting of

(M:t?f)owld"f_- but wee muft

'producc othet Arguments to

L3
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cha fanie-
dariis,

The Common-wealth
prove,
wealth of -which . old Fucub
fpake to Jud.son his death Bed
was o where feated bur in ‘P
lefti, Wewill not 20 f'ur; but
cite M umonides for a winels
agiinft himfelf.

le, without the bounds of the

doly Lind, was ooled from
maiiy of the Mofa.call Laws?
He hath a notable * ¢ fferration
wherein he circumitribes wirh,
certain bumits the power of the
Jdges both of Paleffin, and
B.ibylos, Certamly, the greatelt
part of M o5 Law is couver-
.{_'ant about cruminall caufes, The
judgement hereof, farh AZ.:-
#+1, Could be no where exerci-
fed by the Bubylonian Jews,
No not in Palefin, And the

Jews of Palefin asby the Law

they gave judgement to their
own

How oftegh
doth he tell us. the holy peo®

that the Commoy- §

of the Hebrews,

own people. inall caufes, with-
in their cwa Country ; {o, wich-

€ our it, they gave no {entence

Ly o4
upon theiv Country-men, uu-

lets by the permiffion of the
Babylonian Peers, or other
heads of the exiled Jews,Whence
we gather, that the Jews of
Palcfii . judged of crimes i their

' own Country alwaies, by ver-

-

1

|

tue of the Law ; fometimes out
of their Country, but by per-
miffion and leave ot others : the
Babylonians no where judged
ofthem jnot in their own do-

| minion, vovin Pufefin 5 not by
! force of Law, vior by permiffon,

And are thele the men, think
ou, to whern was given the
cwifh Scepter, afcer the affairs

ot Palelt:n Were blO_kCl] and
“decayed ?” Surely cicher the ex-

cellent writer kuew not what
was the digniy of the Scepter,
or

ey =
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The Common-wealth

or he thought too well of fome
States of ltraw, thar do there
boalt themfelves to be of D.-
vids houle, DBur wee wonder
not at this light muftake of
M aimondes | when we conli-

der by what trange interpreta-

tions ochers have Jaboured for
the fenfe of Jue-bs divine {pecch,
I remember, 1 had contereice,
concerning this, with the ho-
nourable “Apallonirs Scottus al.
feflor of the lupreme Senate, at
what time in his houfe ac the
Hgue, | tweetly fpent the Va.
cation, and with great ardo
ranover the Luculent commen-
tagions of Rebbi Bew Adaimon:
wherewith [ was.fo taken, that
Ycrofled almoft all my former

bf the Hebrews,

more than once,.that in his judg~
ment to other Text in the fa-
cred Book is more examined by
learned men , ard lels undet-
fond, Verly I was glad to find

dof my opinion a man, whole

authority and repute might ens

cournge me to oprole the in-
[ terprecations of ary other what-
| (cever. Wherefore, by his in-

cemnent. I chitk Ithall not do
amifs if i fo great a mulcitude
of conjectures, Ifhall alfo pub-
lifh what my judgment is, a-
bout a prophecy fo iluttrious,
The Argument indeed 15 wor-
thy, whercin the wic of every
man may exercile ic felf, and
fhew its ftrength, Aithongh in
this our Treatie we handle the

affairs of Hebrews ard Jews in
common aud withoue diffe-
rence, for the moft part, yet to
ficure the Reader fiom miftake,

; we

notes concerning the Jewith
Stace. Theve did this Senator,
fuch s his learning and cthe ex-
ceeding vigor of his wit, figaific
' moie

i

B
1%
?' !":
0
t ;i
! !_;

!
|

1

Pt
e e T

R e




The Cominox=wealth

we will once for.atl demounftrate,
that the facred Common-wealth
conftituted by Aefes according)
to Gods appointment , was al-|
waies the fame, and foanded on
the fame Laws, but not alwaics
of the {ame perfons. A long time }
it was of the Hebrews, afterward
by change of times it was only}
of the Jews, And fo, the oracke]
of Facob, which is of Fudis
Scepter, pertaineth only to thoft }
later times. The ignorance|
whereof is the canfe why this]

- adimirable prophecy hach been}

hicherto mifunderfiood. X will]
not mention here the miferableg
hallucinations of O-igsn, A
fhsn, Epiphanizss and others, who
thought the Jews wete promis
fed, by thofe words of F.cob, 2
perpetuall fucceffion of Kings of
the fame “tribe and the fame
finage, even to the times of
Mecffiah, Anopinion which led

the

 of the Hebrens,

the followers of it into infupe-
rable difficulsies ; for they know
not what to fay, nor whither
to turn themfelves, when they
faw, from the death of Sedechiah
to the times of oAriftabnlis,
the Kingdom of the Jews was
none ; and after that untilt He-
yods tyranny, it was in the hands
only ‘of the Hafmonai of the
wibe of Liewé. Thefe things of
fate are difcuffed well, and with
oood fuccefs, in the exercitati-
ons again(t Baroniss, by the moft
learned man of our age /faack,
(#fusbon, who is pleafed with
the famous opinion of Exfebiks
extant in the eighth Book of
h's Evangelicall demonftrations.
We pretermic all things rightly
faid both by Eufebins and by
Cafanbon, that we may not do
what isdone to our hand. And
we confefs, among all the In-

E . terpretations
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terpretations hitherto divulged,
that of Enfebius is far the beft,
But becaufe neicher Eufebins,
nor that great Scholar that fol-
lows him, feem to me to have

underflood, what that Scepter § .
) Sceprer was given to Juda even

[ from the time of (Afifes, be-

is, of which the old Frophet

fpeaksto his Son a little before.

his death, nor when it was gi-
ven to the Jews, this is needfull
now to be cleared, but not
without a preface. For itis no
pleafure to us to diffent, neither
from Enftbins, whom we have

of the Hebyews,

: pcrfe&iot_& of all Iearﬁingr But

we are conflrained by our in-
genuous love of truth, to lay a-
(ide affeCtion, and imparcially
inquire what s righc. The firlt
error of Esnfebins is, that the

caule this Tribe excelled alwaies

| among the reft, wich ingular

ever efteemed among the grea- |

teft writers; not from him,
whom we have above named,
the prime man of our age, the
follower of Eufebins 3 to whom
we owe fo much reverence, that
no man is fo grear with usas He.
For He it is, by whofe condudt
thefe our times have made ad-
mirable preficiency toward the

petfe-

|

dignity, and held a inoie ho-
nowable place boch in the
Camps andin the order of them
that offered giftsin the Temple,
Which Argiment moves me
no mote, tha if onefhould fay,
the Majefly of the Scepter, at
k =2 or Athens, wasnot in the
Rousz o drhemiaa people, but
in one w:.« vhich was more
foble or flonc.iiny  For ttua
ly ic is manife(t by : b :noft con-
ftant affirmatioa of antient Au.
thors, that inEKome and Arhens
2

both,




The Consmon-wealth

both; were many and divers
tribes , fome.above the reft
dignity, place and order. What
isitthen ? Venly I fuppofe the
Scepter to be nothing elfe, but

fly I ‘mean pertaining to the
Common-wealth it felt’; Wher-
fore, whofe is the Common:
wealth, theirs alfa is the Scepter,
Now , the Hebrew Common-
wealth, from theage of Mofe
until the reign of Rehoboans, was
not of theJews,but of the twelve

tribes. Whaence it follows, that§

the Sceprer, all that fpace of
time, was of all the Ifraelis,
But of this Scepter, which a long
time was ‘commoen to all che
tribes, the divine Patriarch fpoke
not in that celebrious oracle
He had refpeét unto the later
times and the ages to com,

when the tribe of fudz, the
| people

loftlJc Hebrews,

people being divided into con-
trary parts, began to have a
Common. wealch of their own,
afunder from the Ifraelites: a

the Majelly of Empire, Maje- § Common-wealth approved and

favoured of God, and called

Judaicall from the name of Fu-

da alove, untill he (hould come,
who was defigned for the King
not of the Jews only, but of all
Nations, And this Majefly of
the Scepter, from the time it
once beganto be the Jews, con-
tinued ch

of the Common-wealch was
fometimes altered, and the
power was in the hand, one
while of the bet men and the
Priefls, other while of the Kings
and Princes. Itis wane of judg-
ment in them that reflrain the

honour of this Title to Kings -

alone.For what people foever en-
Joys a Common-wealch of their

2 own,

eirs, although the State:

77.
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own, and Laws of their own,
that people may juftly glory in

their Empire, and in their Scep- §

ter, It is recorded, that in fe- §

rufalems, even at the time when |

?
the people were governd not |

by Princes but by the beft, in the

midt of the Great Councill, |

which they call Sanbedrin, thete

hang'd a Scepter, Which was, |

no queftion, a certain token of
that Maje@ty, which 2 7wy ex.

preffeth to be acertain greatuefs

of a peaple, in retainiug that pow-
er and right , which appears i
Empire and all kind of Hononr:
Not Kings not Princes, bat Con-
fuls and Senators managed the
Roman Common-wealth, when
that Law of confederation was
given to the Erolians (as Liw
relates) that they (bonld well awd

truly conferve the Majefty o
And thacthe} -

the Ronzan people.
{ame

' who govemcd the

is that which is sommitted a-

sf the Hebrews, 79
fame was impofed upon all free

people that were confederates

(but upon unequall terms) and

friends te che Romans, the La.v;{-

et * Procsslns 15 2 witnelSs »
};\’either is it materiall tous, of d:?a[pf,zg‘ .
what familyor tibe they were, & poftlim, - |
_ Judaicall reverfis.
State. For, althongh the Haf

monai of thetribe of Le¢vi ma-

ny years poflcfled the Kingdom,
heverthele(s'was the Common-

wealth of the Jewifh people.

Nero Cefars molt wile ™ Ma-

fler told him , *The Common- de clemen-
wealth is not the Princes, but the e
Prince the Common-weal’s,” And
Wipian, the. Lawyer was jult -of
the fame opinien: The crime
of Majefty, or Treafan (faith he)

*Sen.l1.

* L- l'[Eﬂ- '
1.ff.ad le- §
gem Fule

gainft the Roman people, or a- Ml

gainft the fecurity thereof. WL-
p:an lived in thofe times, when
E 4 neither
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neither the commands nor {ufl
frages were in the people, but
the C4farsheld the Empire angd
power of all : yet he, chat is

wont moft accurately to de-
fine every thing, afcribeth Ma-
jelty to the people.

" CHAPD. X.

The twelve Tribes of the
Hebrews was never called by the
name of Jews. The tentribes car.
riedcaptive by Salmanaffar #e-
ver veturned snto Paleflin, Two
tribes ferved the Romans, and
%0 miore, in the time of Jofephus,

i defended

of the Hebrews. b

| thele words : Ewver fince the time

of Mofes, rhe Governonrs of 1=
racl, #f you look #pon them in par-
ticular , were chofen ont of [e-
verall tribes, but 1n generall the

Y tiibe of Tudawas overthe whole
1 Nation,
§ with himfelf and falls into no
§ contradi&tion ;
| For example, as in the Roman

Hitherto he agrees
but he addes,

EmpiretheGovernours of feveral
Nations,and Camp-mafters, and

{ theKings greater thanall the ref}

were not all bors at Rome, nor
from Romulus and

Remus, but [prung of many o=

d ther N ations, fome of one, fome

of another 5 and yet, as well all

| the Kings,as the fitcceeding Go-
vernours and Leaders, were
called Romans, and the power
and anthority [aid to be of the
Romans, not of any other name ¢

fo mufF we thinkof the Hebrew
' Es State,

T T e S R s
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EZlfeéiﬂ: is not fufficiently
-~ confuted, untill wee have
made it plain how imprudently
hedrew himfelf into the {nare.
In the forecited Book are extant
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The Common-wealth

State, that one tribe of Juda
gave an illuftrions name to all
theveft, though the Rulers and

Kings were created out of the

feverall eribes, all hononred with |
the common appellation of Fews. |
See whither incogitancy will |
bring a man! Exfebizs con- |

cludes contrary to what hitnfelf

would have. For, afhrming the |

Scepter was the Jews from A4o-

fes time; he proves it by this |

reafon, becaufe the Common-

wealth, the Empite, and the ]

whole people of twelve tribes,

had their appellation from the|

one name of Fuda, With this
argument twice ot thrice in fe-
erall places he triumpheth;
and you fhall hardly find any
othet proof of hisopinion in the
whole difcourfe. But, by his
leave, all this 1s nothing. For,
neither did cheCommon-wealth,
: not

‘of the Hebrews,

nor theEmpire begin to be called
after Fuda’s name, till after the
oreater part of the Ifraelites,
had made a defetion, drawn a-
way by Feroboant, whe fhortly

at Samaria (renthened his

Kingdom by introducing a

change of ceremonies and Re-

ligion. 1 will make it good to
Enfthins, and to all that have
any acquaintance with facred
ftory, that this is 0. Eufebins
often and with confidence af-
firms, all the twelve tribes were
called by the name of Jews, and
hath obtruded this groundlefs
opinion upon unwary men, not
have there been wanting fome

writers of greatelt eminence to

defendit, We caanot yield un-

toit: whether you refpedt the -

times antecedent to the feifure
of the Kingdom, or fubfequent,

And, we may conjecture, that
Enfebins
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The Common-wealth

Enfebins, although he doth not
plainly exprefs his mind, thought

1t came to pafsat the rife of the

Empire when the Common-
wealth was fitft fecled in the
Land of Canaanand it was deba-
ted by what name to call it
But this kath no colour of truth,
wherefore that excellent man,
the Defender of Exfebins, makes
him think otherwile of the

time, and what he believes he |

thought, himfelf approves and
follows, ~ For, faith he, it was
obierved by Ewfebins, that the
ewelve tribes of /fracl received
appellation {rom the name of
Fuda s and the appellation be-

ean to beufed, when the Kingly |

power, which the tribe of fau-
da had lot in Sedechiah, was
by the High Priefls tran(-
ferred upon themfelves .
this, faith he, is a thing moft

worthy

And |

of the Hebyews,

worthy of admitation, and fell
out by fpeciall providence. For,

feeing in Polybins his opinien

‘twas not without fome great
caufe that the Acheians, a lictle
people of Greece, once gave
name to all the Grecians ; jure-

Iy here allo we muft conceive
0

me more fublime and weigh-
ty reafon, when after the return
from captivity all the children
of .Abrabam of all the tribes

were called Jews, This errour:
. we neither can, nor ought to

excufe. Thetruch is this : When
the Kingdom of the Ifraclites
was rent and divided, two
tnibes, Levzand Benjzmin, joy-
ned themfelves with the Jews;
waich tribes being but few 1n
numbet, and of mean cRace,
were accoutited but for an ad-
dition; the Common-wealih
was not named fiom them, but

they

LS




’of the Hebrews,

a name fron the Jews, was im-
poffible for them who had no
familiarity, nothing to do with
the Jews, but were feated in a-
nother World far off and be-
held a different Heaven, diffe-

rent Stars. It will be worth our

The (rmmon-wealth

they even loft their own name,
and at length the name of Jews
was common to them alk
There is no doubt to be made
of thus much. But what, or
how this -can concern the other
ten tribes, let them confider
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that are pleafed with the con-
ceit. Certainly, after that thofe
ten tribes of [ffrael were once
carried away by Salmanaffar
the Affyrian, and difperfed
through (olchos, Parthia, [ndia,
and Ethiopia, they never came
back again into their native
foil, nor were again conjoyned
with the Jews : but even to this
day, (if chere be any reliques
of them) under the command
of batbarous Nations, they fuf-

pains, and much to the prefent
difpatch, to examine a memo-
rable place, that is in Flevius
Jofepbres, an Author of exqui-
ftand unufuall diligence, Fla-
vins had fpoken firlt concer-
ning them, who from every
quarter out of the neighbouring
places came to Babplon, that
they mighe return with Ezra
to ferufalens, They all were
Jews, and their Affociates of
Levi and Benjamin,  And then,

*L.il.c.f.

concernine the Hebrews of o- * Where
ther tribes, be addes : Bur ajj they were ||
be in the Common-wealth of | the people of livael remained i ;Z‘,;Zga}’y '
the Jews, or'to have the honour | #heir  feats 5 wherefore botly in farl beyond

of Afia Enphrates.

fer the grievous punifhment of
their Apoftacy. Wherefore, to
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Afa and in Europe, two tribes
only fell under the dominion of
the Romans ; the other ten ds
SHill continue 05 the other fide of
Euphrates, being infinite in
unmber and unkunown, Verily,
they were under a harder fate,
whom Salmanaffar led into
captivity, than whom afterward
Nebuchodonozsr carried away.

For the Ifraelites were for ever -

reftrained and kept back by the
River Euphrater, which they
had once paffed over. Buc the
Jews paffed the fame, and repaf-
ted, and came again at lat into
'P;zleﬂi;z + and when Palefin
it {elf became either too nat-
row for them, or lefs gratefull,
they enlarged and fpred their
habitations through Enrepe and
Afiz. This is the reafon why
FJofephus faid, only two tribes

,of the Hebrews- were broughe

into

of the Hebrews.

into fubjetion by the Romans.
For at that time the people of
Rome, alchough they had almeft
fibdued the World, and the
Sun did both rife and fet with-
inthe compafs of their Empire,
being Lords of the Eaft and
Welt, they had not yet extended
their bounds beyond Emphrates.
Therefore , that the ten tribes
of Ifrael, hut up in eternall
prifon by that River, were not
then.under the Roman power,
was truly faid by themoft ac-
curate Writer.,

|
|
|
|
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CHAP, X,

Their Conjetture thar |
onfelhure that [ay the § of theHebrew Common-wealth,

. very many conjecture, came 1o

Scepter of Juda was firF given

20 David, Lhe prophecy corcer-
wing the Scepter not fulfilled till
after times, When the Scepter |
was takexn Away, ' .

Have ingenuoufly and freely |

{fpoken my opinion, when the

Scepter, " whereof Jacobs * pro- |

phecy is extant, was given fothe

Jews: allo, what werc the §

members of that Common-

wealth, which had its rife and |
beginning from the Seceffion of
Thefe

the ccmmon people.
things Exfebins did not under-
fland ; yethe alone, among fo

many Interpreters, hath -r_igh‘t'ly' :
and almoft dwinely judged of |

that oracle. The comments of

other men I will not relate. Bur, |
what |

of the Hebrews,

what Exfebins affrms to have
been done from the beginning

pafs at that time, when the
royall power was devolved up-
on David, defcended of the
tribe of F#da, as the facred Hi-
flory doth witiefs, Thefe men
have already received fuch a fo-
lid and happy contustation from
Enfebins, that no place is lefc
here for the induftry of any o-
ther, For he (hews, that Da-
vids pofterity poflefled the King-
dom only for a fmall time, un-
till the Babylonian captivity ;
and the fundry Scriptures that
fpeak of his eternall throne, he
hath well and wifely interpre-
ted in relation to the Mcffias.
Toadde more of this after Ex-
febus, were to labour in vain
for by his paius herein, he hath

cafed
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only, that wee anfwer their
doubt, who wonder why the
event came {0 far behind the

predition concerning the Jew- |
ih Common-wealcth, For we !

have faid, it began under Rgho- being defiroyed, and the Temn-

boam,and not before, But we
give them to underfand, this
was very agreeable to the mea-
ning of the prophetick Patri-
arch. For the old Father , be-
fore his death, breathing forth
his Ialt words to his children,
faith, he would tell therh, whar
Shonld come to pafs in the later

dayes.  Belides, in prophecies , |

the times are not curionfly to
beinfifted on : for moft of them
are to be interpreted with very

great latitude,  Obferve, in this |

very prophecy, when it is faid,
The Scepter [hall not be taken a-
way, untill Shiloh come 5 you

- would

. of the Hebrews,

’ . ¥ would think ’twere 1
eafed every one, It remains § V° Id thi cre meant, thae

§ preflencly upon the appeatance

of Meffias, the Sceprer (hould

¥ be {natche ouc of the hands of

that Nation. Which came not
fo to pafs.  For the Jews lof}
not that honour, tll the City

ple burne, they ceafed to have

1 any Commeon-wealth , and to

govern themfelves by their own
Laws, Neverthelefs, the oracle
was infallibly true. For alchough
the Saviour of the World had

1. leftthe earth long before, yer,for
| certain, thefe things hapned in

the fame age : which was prefig-

nified by theMefMias himfelf, wher

b he fpeaks of the deftru&@ion of

the City and Temple, in thefe

words - Fersly, thes Generation Mat,24.

fbatl not pafs e:l all thefe things
befulfilled, Thisis enough for
the wife. The refl, that love to

raile
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. ¢ :
raife doubts and [cruples every

where, weregard not. For my |
part, fecing men of great name

94 of the Hebrers,

CHAP, XI1,
Of Diétators and Judges, OF

95

P e

ferceny

ER L X VR

el T

fluGuating among uncertain er-

rours, [applyed my felf to find
out fome firm ground to reft
on, which henceforcth I might
without  danger  conftantly
maintain, For otherwife this
matcter would have often hin-
dred our proceeding in this Lrca
tife. ‘

| the Senate Sanbedrin, Of the
Vinitiation of Senators, The ima
dpofition of hands . and the folemn
\werds. Who pere chofen into
Nthar Council, and what vy their
juré(dittion,” Of the peoples af-

d femblies,

W‘E have (hewed | that the
. Common-wealth ;, of
which we difcourfe, was of all
the Hebrews for a long time,

f and thens caly of the Jews, The

fatmg wheeof  concern’d us
much. Now, having paft the

 wouble of thac difpute, ler us

declate who they were that ru.
 ledover the Holy Nation, and

| whatis to be thouglit of their

judicatrre, and of their Senate,
| The Divine goodnefs geanted
' not
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not leave to (Mofes, to behold "
in Paleftin the beginnings of

that Common- wealth, whofe
Laws he had publifhed in che
wildernels, That Grace was
vouchfafed to his

in the War, his word wasa
Law. His Succeflors with e-
quall power were they, who,
for going in and out before the
people, and commanding them,
might well be called Pretors

and Di®ators, butin the facted]
Annals are, for the like reafony
named Judges. Flevins hathf

{tiI’'d them Monarchs, a name,

that the Greek writers gave alf
{o vo Sylla, Cinna, (Mariu

and other Roman Di&ators.
Thefe Judges, in great commo.

Succeffor §

Fofuah , the Captain Genera}  ploy’din civill affairs, and heard
and Soveraign of the people;]

for both at home, and abroad}

[

of the Hebrews,

and experience witniefled | chat
in War they had dlwaies cood
r - PR I : o

tuccels, when the Kings very
often had their rafhnefs requi-
ted with ill fortune, Sometime
alfo the fame Judges were em-

caufes, but thofe of the greater
moment. For they feldom fare
in the judgment feat. Only the
commands, and the Empire,
and the Soveraingty pertained
unto them, The laft of cheir
number was Sammel, He, whom

| the Kings followed. Who not
content with power and rule,
fifted up themfelve: above the

multitude, in theirrofeés and or-

naments and fplendor of for-
tune. Moreover, befides the So-
veraign Rulets and Judges of
| the people, and thofe that” weré
1 after called Kings', there were
| othersnot a §W; ‘who conful-

ted
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ted of the Common-wealth,
gave judgment, and arbitrated
bufinefs. For there were certain
Synedryes or Councils; where-
in, who were the Senators, and
what where the matters of their
cognizance, we muft now en-
quire. In the fisk place prefents
it felfthe great Councill of the
Sanhedrin, into which were al-
crib’d feventy Adfeflors, That
Council, conflituted by ¢Aofes,
continued under the Judges, and
Kings, and high Priefts, uniill
the la®t defolation of Fedea;
and was holden in that City
which was the feat of the San-
&uary,and the head of the Com-
mon-wealth,
firl¥ times, and thenext to them,
are moft part obfcure, and the
Holy Book hath dclivered to us
nothing of principall confide.
ration concerning the Cicy §/s-

loh

But becaufe thel

H

of the H cérew;r,'

Lhy Wewill deliver what the
Jews have obferved of that-
Council in the Princefs of Ci-
ties Ferufalem, after the Tem-
ple was built there: and then
wee fhall {peak of the other
Councils, which were either at
Jernfalens| or at particular Ci-
ties. The Seat of the great
Council was in the verySan-.
Quary, where the feventy Sena-
tors judged both of divine and
lumane things : Men, not cho-
fenfrom among the Plebeians,
but all moft noble, commended
by their honourable Parentage,
and the antient ornaments of
their family. The place was
affigned to them by A7efes, who
commanded they fhould meet
in the place which God fhould -
choofe to have his name ado-.

red there, From thefe Judges |

was no appeal. What{ocver the
F 2 other
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other Magiflrates and Judges
in the towns of Paleftin and n
Fernfatem it felf were not able
to decide, belonged unto their
jurifdiction.  Two of them ex.
celled the reft in honour and

authority: one was the head of |

the Sanedrin, by the Talmudifis
entitled' Prince én every place;
the other. next in degree, but
inferiour to him, whom they
called the Father of judgment,
The reft were equall among
themfelves.
dignity, becaufe it was moft ho-

without a legitimate a&t, name-
ly, impofition of hands. So,

med, prefently a divine fpirit

them, and fill’'d theic breafls,
. And

This Senatorious

of the Hebrews,
And thele, being thus iniciated
themfelves, admitted others af-
ter the fame way. Yer could
not that rite be ufed without
the Holy Land, becaufe all the
vercue thereof was coufined by
the bounds of Paleffen, It is

| very obferveable, which ¢3fui-"

monides ‘hath delivered in the
fourth Chapter of his Halacha
Sanhedrin, For whereas of old
this aét was celebrated at' their
pleafure, by-all thofe wupon-
whom hands had been once

bl -oranted to none # impofed, cthat right ((aith he)
nourable, was granted to none § Rucightned by the wife men,

and a conftitution made, that

| no man f{hould after that time

AMofeslayd his hand upon Fo-
fuah and the feventy Elders: |
which folemnity being perfor- | ¢ Prince of the great Coun-
' cill, and had another vice Pre-

v from above fell down upon  fident, Sameas | a man trucu-

wleic, but by grant from Rabbi
Hillel, that divine old man. He.

. lencand ambitious ; whofe fol+

E 3, lowers -
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{owers, when a lictle after they |

had rifen up againft the Dilci-

ples of Hllcl, Rirred the minds |
of men with fo much paffion, §

that willingly the whole peo-
ple was drawn jnto
party. At length, this im ofi-
tion of hands, which had been |

their |

ufed long, ceafed. And there |

‘was only pronounced a certain

form of words (according to |

Ben ¢ AMainzon ) of this fenfe:

Behold, the hand is impafed o }

thee

Befides

and power given thee tof
judge, in criminall canfes alfo
the Talmudifts havej

told us of another form; whole}

words, becaufe the illuftrious}
Qofeph  Scaliger * hath mith- |
ken, we fhall here reftore untoj

their proper {enfe, The Talmu-

difts, after they had fpoken of |

Fuda the fon of Baba, a flout

defender of the antient cuﬁomsf
0

ofthe Hebrews,

of his Nation, and whop, when
the qurifditionin criminals and
impofition of hands were almoft
loft, fupported the (inking caule,
adde tiuS: That folems aft i
not only doue by the hand impo-

fed, as Mofesdid to Jofuah 5 bur

it 15 alfo done by a forms of words
only, after this manner, I fisa
poferny hand spon thee, and be
the hand o thee impofed, But the
excellent Scaliger colle@ed from
the place, that »d: had found
out a form different fiom the
moft antient, which is there
conceived (when *tis not fo, nor
do che Talmudifts fay o) being
deccived by 2 word “which oo
renders, befides, which in Rab-
!)1[]1(1]] ﬁgniﬁcs valy,  Buc this
5 a Grammaticall note, and
ought to beleft to others, We
are here to confider graver mat-
ters, Into the Great Councill,

F 4 nqt
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town, And all the vertue and au-

thority of the Cabbala (a myfle-

rious doétrine delivered from -
hand to hand even from the be-

ginnings of theCémon-wealth)

was with them, Their partallo it

was, to make Statutes in facred
matters, and to devife certain .
wayes to expound the Law.

Whereof A aimonides hath {po-

ken with great care. Moreover, .
the caufes of Prophets, who had

highly offended, were no wheie-
tryed but in -this great Councill,

Which our Saviour had refpect-
uato, when he faid in Lauke,

It is not poffible, that a Prophee

| honld perifp out of Jerufalem.

Lafily, which is a point of the:
greate(t power they did alfo con-

' fticute a King, and deliberat of-
waging War, and giving battail
tothe enemy, and enlarging the

- Empire. But becaufe, in thefe

' ' thingss

)

The (smunron-wealth

hot only Citizens of prime No.
bility, as we have faid, but Le.
vits alfo and Priefts were cho-
fen. And the High Prieft (faich
M aimanides) was eleGed too,
if he were a confidering map,
and fit for Counfell. Other-
wile, it was. lawfull to lay him
afide. For he came not to the
Senate by any right of his own,
but he was admitted by fuffea.
ges.  All the Adfeffors were re-
quired to be entire and pcrﬁré_i
i waay. Whoioever bad any
main or deformity was exclus
ded. Nor were ftrangers and
foreiners received into this or-
der, except the Mother at leaft
were a Jew. The Senators of
the Sauredrin had this charge,
to maketheir progrels through
all fudea, to take a view of the
Aflemblies of the peaple, to ap-
peint them Magiftrates in every
| ' town,
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things the common f{afety, and
publick ffate was fo much con-
ce rned, confulration was there-
in had (for the moft part) with

th

called, wherein alone they had

fome fhare in the Government. § by the divine CA2/es rightly na-
And truly, otherwife they ought |
not. Honours and Magiftracies §

are commicted to fingle and fe-

le&t men. Plebeians have not

firength and skitl to bear them, |

In their meetings (as Ariffotle
hath difcreecly noted ) and in
conjunélure, the multitude hath
fome underftanding, and can
advance the publick good, be-

caufe the wifer men are prefent

and lead the way; buc fingle

and apart they have lirtle judge-|
ment. Conceninga King then,|

people, For meetings were §

i
!

and concerning War, as I have}

{aid, Decrees were made fome.
times the people being Author:
1 all

)
|
i
I
|
!

of the Hebrews,

all other things the Senators
Sanhedrin di?jvatched by thcn?f
felves. The weightie® affairs
were not too heavy for them
becaufe they were chofen for
theit worth, and great abilities;

med Elders, not only for their

age, bue for their witlom and
experience. '

CHAP.

Io-'7 . . :
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CHAP: XIIIL

Oftwo other Conncils at Je-
rufalem befides the Sanhedrin,
The Senate of 33, #n every tawin,
The Gollege of 3. The meafure
of Cuties. The §, men far expia-
tion of flangbeer, The 7. men and
3. wen for gpdering the Calen-
dar. The times difpofed by Rab:
bi Hillel. The anthority of San-
hediin lefened.. .

OF the great Senate we have

{aid, what came to mind :

tain us long. The moft learned

L8t om Hala o afimonides telates , that in
i dasas oo City of Jerafulem i felf |
were two Councils more. They
are defcribed- in the * Talmud. |

& cedrinc.x.

$ il *1u Mifia )
B o> in G‘C‘ II‘ICi[hCL‘ Ofthffﬂ fatc thrCe aﬂd
| mara, . twenty  Judges . JAnd as the

Great Council was held in that

Paft

the other Councils will not de-

of the Hebrews,
art of the Temple, which is-.

{ aalled Gazith, fo one of thele:
¥ ar the Ceurt-gate, the other
! was kept ar the Gate opening:

to the Mount of the Temple..

{ The Dignity of them alfo was.
| notchefame : for the Judges ar
1 the Mount-Gate, took it for a.

preferment to be afcrib'd into
the Senate at the Court-Gate.

- And again, it was a new degree-

of honour te alcend hence into
the Sanedrin. The diftin&ion is
exaltly made by Rabbi Ben
Maimon, Farther, belide thefe-
Councils at Ferufalems, there

: was confRiruted in every town of

| Paleftin, a Senate for jurifdi-

¢tion and the care of publick.
affairs. Itconfifted of 23. men,
whao fate in judgement upon the-
life and foreunes of ¢he people,
and decided all caufes, except-:
a few referved, as is aforefaid,

(o .
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~ ty, which wanteth a juft mea- §

fure ;ifit be too little, it cannot § hath more of this nature, which

(asa City thould) fubfift by it §

i bedrinye.s,

M-

17 Hali-
R Icho S a7-

¥ bedrin.c. 5.
g 1

to the oreat Councill.

T'he (onzmon-wealth

g Ben

' Maimon alfo defcribes a cer

tain Collcge of three men, and
faith it was in fuch a City, which
had not 2 hundred and twenty
inhabitants, But I am of A4-
riftotles mind, that this is not 2

City. For, as it is nota Ship, |

which is of one handfull, or of
two furlongs - o isit not a Ci-

{elf,and too much greatnefs turns
it from a City toa ‘Nation. But
we muflt not call a Rabébi to fe
firict account.

moveable. The Capitall offen-
ders ware brought (as I have
fhewed) before another Bench.
Ben Aaimon™ addes fomethings
were of fuch a kind that they

belonged

| men *
| to a peculiar Senate, In which

It was the of- |
fice of thofe three, to judge of |
trefpafles of moneys, and ooods ]

of the Hebrews, 7»
belohged neither to the feventy
Elders, nor to the College of

twenty three, nor to the Three
but were to be referred

number hereckons man-{laugh-
ter committed by an uncertain
hand in che borders of any
town. Fivemen (faith he) mult
expiate this by the Sacrifice of
a Heifer. The fame Author

I willingly pratermit. For we

~doe not repeat Dictates, That
. may feem firange, that the or-

dering of times Was commen-

| ded to certain Judges; for, * con- * I eadem
cerning the Leap -year, feven, Halacha,
conccrnmg the month rhree men 4.4

deterimined. But Hille/ the Ba-
bylonian afterward acquitted
a]l his Countrymen of this care :
the prime'man of his age, of
whom we have. this honourable

teltimony
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teflimony from Rabbi Abra-.
ham * Zacuth: Rabbi Hillel,
prefident of the greas Council
compofed the lutercalation for
all rael téll the times of Meffiah;
and that was done by him, be-
fore the Lawfull alt of impafition
of hands was abrogared, Had
not this fame Hille/ maturely
prevented {o great an evill, cer-
tainly the umes would have

of the Hebrews.
noted, whatfoever we have f{aid
of Councils hath relation to the
time before Fudea had received
the Roman conqueror. For he
changed and repealed many
things, not for his luft or plea-
fure, nor out of any cruell defign,
but that he might fecure his
Dominion . Gabmins chiefly,
the Proconful of Spréa, fecing
the principall pillar of the Coms

 mon-wealth was the Sanbhe-
i driny thought it good policy to
 take away the authority chere-
jofin many towns, Wherefore
hat Gadar, Amath, Hiericho,
i and Sephor he fetled four Syne-
ddries, and a hft at Ferufalent
| (now but a parc of what fhe
was) all of equall power. And

been much coufufed; for, not
long after ceafed the folennity
of impofing hands, without
which thofe feven men and three
men were not appointed over-
feers and correétors -of the Ca-
lendar, as (Musmonides obfet-
veth. But no more of this, left
the Reader think we prepare an

accurate and perfet work wher- |
aswe only thruft out owr fud-
dain and tumultuary Meditati-

the Councils placed by Gabiniss

{in the other Cities, as they were

not inferiour to thar in j’em-

ons. And we defite it may be lir/en; for power, fo were they
noted, | far.
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far beyond it in continuance, |
Thele are meant, if I miflake §
Inl.yq.c, 10, by ™ Juftinian, when he re.|
de Fud, & Quires a Canon , from the pre

mates, who rule the Synedries of |
either Palellin,

and primitive Inflicutions are
under our confideration, Toen-|
quire into the reft, and fecdown
things that were often changed,
were unhappily to place our

fludy, where no cectain eruth
can be delivered,

But we makc
no excurfion into thefe times, !
The antient Common-wealth |

of the Hebrews.

CHAPD. X1V,

The creation of 4 King, A
bad ane firft chofen, why. What
gualities the Prophet had ref-
peét wnto, The Book of the King-
doms laed wp. The power of the

Hebrew Kings, 7 heir honenr

above Pyiefts and Prophets,
Kings and Priefts at firjt the

fame, The amointing of Kings

made them (acred, The Holy
Ontment bid by Jobia, and loft
with other things,

4 RAbbt’ Ben Maimon™ faith,

che Ifraelices received three

| conmands from God, to bee

CHADJ

1
:

i

1
!

|

|
ﬁ;

i

 fulfilled in Palefting the firlt

whereof was, to make them-
elves a King; another to blot
out the memory of the Amale-
kites ; the third concermng the

building of a Temple, The per-
formance

115
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formance whereof ( faith-he)
wasat feverall times and long
diltanc , but in the {ame order
wherein they were commanded.
For a King was created before

the War with Amalek, , and}

the building of the Temple was
not begun, untill that moft odi-
ous Nation was brought to an
end, and quite deflroysd, The
teflimonies  ilfuftrions, which
ate related by the fame Author,
need not be tranfcribed hither, In
the 17 of Derzeroromy the moft
high God, faying the Ifraelies
would defire a King, addes the
trueft reafon of ic, becaufe alf
the neighbouring Nations lived

under the royall Government.

For fuch is the nature and dif
polition of men, inhabiting thas
part of the world: few prefo
liberty before fubjection unto
jull Lords, And (/landisns C1-

vilts

\

of the Hebrews,

Quilrsin Tacitus truly faich to his
Batavians, that Syria and Ala
vz, and the Eaft is accnfPomed
o the yoke of Kings, This be-
ing fo, many have admired, why-
odtook it ilf, that the Sove-
Jiign power was transferred
kiom Samnel to a King, fince he
ad approved 1t before, and faid
| (hould-be.according to thein--
lination of the holy people.
armontdes anfwers learnedly,
fhat the divine Indignation arofe
om hence, Becanufe they defir'd

W King by unfaithfull complaints
hnd feditions murmurings , not
Yoar they might comply with
Gods defign inthe Law, but out
tf s diftaft af the moft holy Pro-
pret Samuel s 10 whoms it was
Ypoken by the voice of Gok They
Vave not refelted thee, but me.
etily I am of this opinion, and
[ doubtniot to affert it, ¢hat the
~ King-
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Kingdom was given to Sanl, not the property of Barbarians on-

out of Gods love and care of .the flly buc of the moft civill men,

Common-wealeh , bue becauleho think them capable of great

he pereeived his arrogance apd atchievements, whom - nature

cruclty, hee meant to gloiiff frath graced witha goodly form

Samuel by this unequall compa* fand Hately countenance. No lefs

rifon, and by fuch a fucceflor }a man than Ariffor/e hath pro-

make his vertue the more defira-foounced thus : If any petfona-

ble. The qualities feem but light§oes are by nature framed f{o

and {uperficiall, but they ate of jmuch more exccllent than o-

great momeht, which (as thefthers, as the images of Gods

Holy Book in feverall placesfexcell the images of men, it

hath it) were confidered by Saffeemeth meet, that the reft

muel in the Kings eleion: afhonld be feivants unto fuch,

gracefuull look, talnefs of body,{ifthis be true in the body, much

and {uch like, which affe¢t andmorein the foul : but the fouls
draw the eyes and minds of allfform and beauty cannot be fo
“Thefe ate the things, which thefeaiily difcerned, To leave this:

" great Prophet, in the midft offln the Holy Bible is mentioned 1 Sam, 1o,
the Affembly, commended,whenfz certain volume, wherein Sa- 25+

i Sam.10. he fpake thefe words ¢ Behold§mue! wrote the facred rights of

24, whos God bath chefen.. tha]theKingdom,and hid it up in

there 15 none equallto him iz lljthe Tabernacle. A text not well

t]e pesple. Wherefore, it is no underftood by Fefephsus ; who
| : fait imagi-

r
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imagined all the evils, which}

God foretold the people they

(hould fear from an unjulty

King were comprekended in that
volume. We on the contrarﬂ
believe, there werein that Boo

the King to follow juftice and

equity, and to govern the Com} /»

well becomming the beft of men} f

and very pleafing unto God

The matter is deliver’d in Desd

tevonomy thus: Thon (halt [
hims King over thee, whom th

" Lordthy Gad‘fhﬂll choofe = Onf

. from among thy Brethren [hal} Statutes to dothem . Thas bis

thow (et King over thee : th

muayeft not fet a firanger ovil
thee, which is not thy Brother§
_ 2

of the Hebrews,

But ke [ball not multiply horfes
to himfelf, nor canfe the people
to retusyn to Egypt. For as much
wthe Lord hath (aid unto you,
ye (hall heuceforth return no more
that way. Nesther (hall he mnl-

the Laws, which commanded} tiply #ives to bimfelf, that his

| Fears tarm mot away ;. neither

all he greatly multiply to hinz-

mon-wealth wifely for the peo-| felf flver and gold, And st fhall

ples goed - alfo, not to play the
Prince in Jufls and riots : lafily,
to retain modelly in the great-
nefs of his fortune, a vertug]

be whew be fittcth upon the throne
of his Kingdonz , that he (hall
write bim a Copy of this Law in
a Baok,, out of that which is be-
ore the Pricfts the Levites, And
itfhall be with him, and be (ball
read therein all the dayesof his
life » that he may learn to fear

| the Lord bis God, sokeep all the

words of this Law, and théfe

heart be not lifted up above bis
Brethren, Thele words of the
Law are not obfcute, and they -

G {cem
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Cap.3.

The Conzmion- w&i[tl;

feem to contain the fum of that
volume, which the great Pro-
phet laid up in the SanCtuary.
We faid * above, the Jews had
fuch a Common-wealch, which
in the Scripture is called a Prieft-
ly Kingdom, Whence it fol-
lows, that their Kings did not

only governin civill affairs, and

mulicaty, but were Prefidents of

Religion and holy Ceremonics,
Vor they were facred perfons,

to v.iom Gods Commifflion and

the voice of a Prophet gave Em.

pire, bonour and authority. Ye

as the Over-fight of Sacred

things, the Soveraign powa
and jJudgmen: pertained unto
them, [othe myflcry and charg

of the famne chines was of right
claimed by che Levites, that i,

the High Priclt, the reft of the}

Prielts, and their affitanes. T
was their office, to flay the S
ctifice

-
of the H ebrews,

crifices, to'make expiations, to
rehearfe thedivine Laws before
the people, and to perform other
fervices in the Temple. The
Talmudicall writers well ob-
feve how much che King ex-
celled all, both Priefts and Pro-
phets - which we will relate out
of * Maimonides. The words
areto thisefte® : /1 was a Sta-
tute, that the chief Pricft [honld
reverence the Kisg, and yield
kirs his place to fit in, and him-
[elf ftand, when the King came
to him But, the King flanderh
noi 1 the prefence of tie Prieff,
unle(s when be confmles the U=
tim dfter the folemsin manner,
Aud, fuch is the dignity of the
King, that cven the Prophes
himfelf, as oft as he comes isto
his prefesce, bows himfelf down
to the carth . as it is written,
Nathan tiog Prophet came be-
G 2 fere
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fore the King, aud, to honour
binz, fcll upon his face to th
grozud, Yet more, David
himfelf, whom the Propher
formerly had anoinred King, fo

lirtle feared to take vpon him]

the honour of cthe High Prielt
that he put upen himlelf the
Ephod and enquired of the Lord,
whether he fheuld purfue the
cvemy. The place is eminent
in the Book of Sammssel, perver.
ted by the late Interpreters, men
very learned, but here they feem

inditigent. Let all men judg

thar haveany skill in the orig-
nmall, whether the words tran-
flated by them, Applrcavie fibi

A biather  amfculums | Davidi

corfa, fignify not the fame Il

have faid, that David, having
put on the Ephod of _Abiathar,
confulted the Oracle (The Eng.
Uifly Bible reads #t, And Abia

thar

of the Hebrews.

| 154 brought thicher the Ephod
to Diwid, Grotius de Imperio
0.6, reads it i1 this fenfe, Abia-
thar made the Ephod to come
near to ‘Lavid, that as he [food
before the Ligh Prieft (which
the King only Aid when be gos-
fulredUrim) he miigle fee swhen
ther the (parklmg af thy precs
ftones wondd prswaifz hiw gocd
fwecefs. Abiathar then Lad ¢he
Exrod supon hims| mot Davil.
3 7 he Urim anfivered. i c. God by
ko Lhiim, vide locum. | {‘mt lec
£ us give you fome more of our
i Colleélions from the Rabbins,
| Herein alfo confifted an high
tpoint of honeur, thar the Ko
Vouly, wad wy wzan elfe, wighe i
Vin che Court ‘of the Teiiple, in
En;{r place s only the Kina whs

" wies of Davids f.rzmz‘/)'.cb That

'Court was divided by cerain
| paces, one part for the Priefts,
! G 3 anuther

1

A ve,
inhkat.
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another afligned for the people ;
Yet the Priefts cuuld not fu
down, though within their own
preferibed bounds, The Sem-
tots of Sanhedrin had l'ight to

Maimon ip, Ge o but, éx the midft of that § _
| ded a divine (Majefty o the

place which the prophane com-
mon people had, Never did the
more facred {pacesof the Court
behold any man fitting, but the
King : this being bis Prerogative,
as if he were nearer to God than
the Priefts themfelves, and a

gteater Prefident of Religion |
And, if we go to other Nations§

o)

Ariffotle (aith, in the firft timeg
the fame perfon , for the mofth
part, was both King and Pricft|
This was no depraved cuftom,}
being in ufe, while people tol-}

lowed nature more incorruptly,g

and faw what was right, fo much}
better, by how much nearer they
were to the divine originall §
Bu,

i
4

of the Hebreys.

Bue, to fpeak of the Hebrew
Kings, their facrednefs depended
much upon cheit’ being anoin=
«. This was proper to them

[ and the high Pricfts, as the 7Tal-

mud faith, That anointing ad-

Kings, and made them facred,
and allyed unto God. The rea-
fon, why in thofe times they or-
dered or reftored Religion, was
not becaufe they were Prophets =
(thac’s a groundlels and erro-
neous opinion, for except Ida-
vid.and perhaps San/, no one
of the reft prophecyed of things
to come :§ but Sﬂt'.m',‘:}: and
Jebefbaohar and Ezechiah and
Jofiah, and others exercifed
power and authority over things
divine, becaufe the vertie ot
the racred Ointment had been
communicated to them, This
Ointment ¢ Mofes was directed
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The (ommon-wealth

to make of thofe aromatick in- |

gredients which ™ Maimaornides |
47 defcribes .

And the Talmed

faith, it was ufed for initiation §

and confecration wuntifl the

times of ¥ ofih, who hid it wi- |
der ground in the Temple, ing |
fecrer place prepared carefully §

long before by Salomon, upon
notice of the prophecies, that

the Temple (hould at laft be |

thrown down by the Affyrians,

In thefame fecret place (as the |
Tradition allo is) the Ark of |
the Covenant, and eA4irons red, |

and the Rones #rim and 7 b -
min, With the relidue of Manna,
were laid up by Fofiah: and
none of them all was reflored to
the Jews when upon their return
from Babylsn into their native
feat, they builc the fecond Tem-
ple. Wherefore, (ince that time
the Kings and Priefls received

not

of the Hebrews,

notthe fame Majefly from the

mylerious initiation. Nor was
the Deity (o propitious to their
cerernonies and {acred rites, as
betore The Jews have a pro-
verb among them, related by
« Rabbs Zach: T /.;e fire lay
gponthe Altar, as ,ftlDag, be-
canfe the wvertus of i was ¢X-
tintk, after the five things were
wanting  in the later temple :
bust in'the former, that fire was
libea Lyen. The learned wri-
ter plainly faith, the five things
were wanting, which even now
we faid were {o hidden by Jo-
fish, that-pofterity never found
them, -

CHAP:

*Inlibre

Juchafia,
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CHA P, XV.

Jevoboams policy 1o ger the
Kingdom. The declination and
change  of Common-wealths,
Scipio’s moderation, The dif-

pofitsos of common people. Sama-
of
Religion a fecret of State, ‘TIJ;
divifion of the ten tyibes | and
the miferable effelts of it, The
Coprivity of the Ifraclites, and
of the Jews, Babylon enlarged
by ihe [poils of Jerufalem. The

veturs of the Fews, and the Do- |
| great d:ﬁgﬂs-

minion of the Levites.

‘THe'unity of the Hebrew na-
tion, and the frame of that
goodly Empire was cleft in two
by Feroboams policy, a man no
lefs ambitious than valiant.
Being commander of the Tribe
of Jofeph in the War, and pu

in

of: the Hebrews,

| ia hope of the Kingdom by the ’

rophet, richtly conceiving Prin-
fcs fre made b; Providence, He
applyed his valt and climing
fpirie to obtain the Dominion.
Firfthe attempted the Souldiers
faith, endeavouring to draw a-
way their affeRions from Sa-
lomen Lo h'lmﬁ:lf: but the Plot

being difcovered, to avoid pu-

nithment he lefe his Country,

and-hid his head in Egype. After
the death of Salomen he retur-

| cd and miet with a conjunéture

of affairs very favourable to bis
The heavy tri-

| butes, the unjuft exaltions were

H

a fair pretence, which he gladly
layd hotd on to flir up the com-
mon peoyple : and fo brou ghtall

110 a combuftion, and became

the Author of very great cala-

¢hat quickly invaded

rnities ,

Palejtin.
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‘?]oe Common-weallls
Paleftin, Verily, fo it ufually

comes to pafs, that no grear
Common-wealth hath a for-
cune long continuing at one ftay,
The Hebrews were now coinc
to the hight of their profperity.
All was fafe and quiet, incre-
dible was the encreafe of riches,
the Kings and Princes near and
far off were friends,and no room
now was left for their greatnels
to extend it felf. Wherefore, be-
ing uncapable of any farcher
encreafe, what remained, but
thac it fhould, according to the
Law of fate, decreafe.and (which
is the moft miferable condition
of humane affairs) decline to the
wotle. Scipio Africanns, when
he purged the City by Sacrifice,
being Cenfor, and the Scribere-
hearfed to him the folemn pray-
er, that the Gods would advance
the Common-wealth of Rome,
{aid,

5
s

of the Hebrews,

L (3id, it was great enough already,
| .nd defird the Gods only to
 preflerve it commanding  the
) piayer, in the. publick. record,
E lould be thus corre&ted. The

' mott prudent Roman Weli

| knowing , that the celeftiall

{ bounty doth not {o favour its

E own gifts,as to make them al-

L waies peculiar @0 any people,
feared a viciffitude and change

i of tortune , proceeding (as he
| doubtlets had in his thoughts )
not only from & forcin Tnvader,
| but from domeﬁlck Catfics.;
tevery State brecding, within
her own bowels, difeafes to con-
‘ﬁlmc and deftroy it felf, Fers-
| felem 1san example, The moft
| fourifhing City n the world,
| whete David and Salomson. two
" moft potent and
: Kings, had made 2 deep and

3

i fecure peace, could not long
| ' continue

moft wiie .
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continue quiet. For, Salomon

being dead, although fhe had no §

encmy abroad, (he found one at
home, Jervboam, of whom I
fpake, a man of a moft wrbu-
lentdpirit, arofe; who in fhort
time with better {uccefs effeted
the rebellious defign he had be-

fore unprofperoufly actempted. |

An Affembly being called, he
accufed the publick State, and
the condition of the times, and
the Princes doings, in the pre-

{ence of the people: whofe ears |

(he knew) are ever open, and
glad to hear ill reports of their

fpecious names hee pretended,
when his fecret thoughts were,
how to enflave others, and get
Dominion to hiinfelf, The peo-

ple, enflamed by his .violent |

words, fell prefently into fediv
tious ways, whereby the moft
antient

| That his

| Common-wealchs)

ofthe H eéréw;.

antient Kingdoms and the grea-
et Common-wealths ufually
gotoruin,or at leaft are chan-
ged. Forthwith, zhe Caprain
of the Rebellion drew off the
ten Tribes, whom he had pre-
vailed with, from the territories
of Jersfalem 5 and, tofecure his
dominion,and fettle it, chofe Sa-
maria for his Imperiall City,
Government - mighe

D
be more firm, he altered many

E cultoms of the Nation, and de-
vied another worfhip of the
' deity, a new Religion. For, fet-

: : ' ting up calves to be adored, he
Superiours. Liberty and other | .2 P ’

renewed the old fuperflition, and
made Religion, (the cement of
A tye upon
the people, to keep them in’ his
obzdience, when he could net
oblige them by the gooduefs of
his cavfe. After which time, the
twelve Tribes of /frae/ drunk

with
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with their {weer abominations,
reeled more and more from Je-
rufalem , and refufed (as upon
their Gods command) to have
any Communion with che In.
habitants thereof, And now,
whatfoever caufe of hoftility
there happened elfe, the greatef
reafon alwaies feemed that |

which was taken from their
different Religions, Thus be-

gan the Kingdom of /frael,
divers from that of the Jews,
the feat whereof was at Fern-§

falemz. And here is the {pring of
all the calamities thar came upf
on the Hebrews.For,being weak|

ned by themfelves, and having

drawn much blood from one a-
nother they were made a prey o}

torein Nations, who before were |
invincible againft alf the world,
Now Sufacthe Egyptian {fpoi- |
led the holy City and the Tem-|

ple,

1

of the Hebrews.

ple,and by way of difgrace fet
Pillats in feverall places, upon
which were carved ("tis a fhame
to {peak ) the fecrets of Women.
A fa&, which Herodorss, af-
cribes unto Sefoffris, by miflake
of the name, as Flavins hath
rightly judged, A bitter cala-
mity, this ; but the things which
a long time after were (uffered
both gy the Jews and Ifraclites,
were fat more grievous.
fitlt by -Salmanaffar the Aflyri-

 an, was quite defiroy’d and o-

verthrown, the Empire of the
ten Tribes, THe whole Nation,
being carried into AMedia and
Perfia, gave place to the pro-
phane Hittites, whom &/ had-
don foon after fent our of Per-
fia into Paleflin to inhabit the

' Tand of Ifrael, So do Kings,

according to their pleafure, ule

to tranflate Nations, like Cat-
tle,

And-
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tle,. which_'Shepheards drive |

fometimes inte their Winter:
{fometimes nto- cheir Summer
patiure, For by this means peo-
plearctamed and fofined, and
they that dare any ching at home,

are held under quiet fubjedion |

in a frange Land. Never had
the Ifraelites, after that time,

the happines to return into
their own Country, or to repair |
the ruins of their Common- |

wealth, They had fo highly

- offended God by their impious

Idolatry, that no length o time,
ner revolution of ages, could

pacify his wrath.  The Ifraclices §
being thus gone into their ezer- |

nall exile, the Jews remained to
recetve theiv  dus punifhment
Likewife. Which was infli&ted
on them as furely, though more

of the Hebrews.

mighty army fubdued Egjp¢ and
Syria: and burnt to afhes the

¥ City of Fernfalem,and the Tem-

ple, a place of infinite opulen-

L cy. In which time, Himlelf,

upon news of Nabolaffars
death, haftning home to take
poffeffion of the Kingdom, lefc
Commiffion with his Comman-
ders, to bring away the Jews
to Babylonand the places there-
about, There he affigned them
theiv feats, and Eieelds, in the
culture whereof this new Colo-
ny might {pend their time and

' octtheir living. Venerable mo-
numents of antiquity remain of

Berofus Annals, wherein ’tis
written, that Nebuchodonezor,
out of the {poils brought thence,
buile a Temple to Belns, enlar-

 ged Babylon according to the
flowly. Iu the reign of Zede. | I °
kiah, Nebuchodomozor with 1}

mighy

Majefly of his Empire, and girt

it wich Walls of Brick: More=
over,

39
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over, made Gardens in the Air,
and pendent Woods in favour
of his Wife, who having been
bred in the mountainous parts
of (Media, delighted in che
profpeét of Waods growing in
high places, Whepce appears
the vanity of thae which the

of the Hebrews,

of their own : and, after feventy
years were gone about, they
were reftor’d to Paleffin, rebuilt

their City and Temple, and e-

ftablifhed theirCommon-wealth

| ,g2in. Here now was the flate

recians have delivered with |

'great confent, that Semziramis
raifed thofe admired works, For
they areconfuted by an Author
i Flaviys beyond all exception ;
hamely Berofis the Chaldean,
who (asall men have believed)

- Ismolt antienr, and wich very

great Religion and rruch hath
coviecrated the affiirs of his
own Nation to eternall meimo-
ty. Butthe Jews were not pu-
nifl:s i grievoufly by the hand
of God, nor fo long as the I(-
xaelites. They lived in 1 gentle
and ealy exile, a5 i a Country

of

of things much different from
what it was before, For, the
Empire which before was in the
Houle of “Duwvid, vwas now u-
furped by the Levits. after a
vatious maufier, Thele men,
having gotten into the'r hands
the Supreme Power, advanced

| the Common- wealth indeed ro

- the heighe of riches and great-
- nefs 5 but, while they contend

| among themfelves for powver
and honour, they trod under
[ forr Loth divine and humane

| thiigs,
| modafly did the moft facred

[Ty

So lietle of piety and

name of Religion give to them,
whem God had fele@ed for
: himfelf,

141




B L TP USRIV DY COR, SRR B e e R SRS e L R A

T he Common=ypealth

of the Hebrews.

him(elf, out of all the re@®, and {PrieQts.ruled all, without affu-

feparated fo long ago, that a-

ming the Title of Prince or King.

mong the holy offices and ce-JThefe enjoyed themfelves, or

remonies, they fhould lead
their lives, far from ambition
and vain glory.

CHAPD. XVL

The Pricfls have the Govers.
ment, Their evill behavionr:
Of the [ons of Elifab. The tem-
ple of Garizin builr, The wic-
kednefs of Onias. The wertut
of MatthiaS, and of udas Mac-
cabeus. Alcimus his ontrage,

,Judc‘a 4gs:'in uude; K;';ag:. Of

Hevod , bis cruelry, and iri-
g;‘ﬂt)’.

f

difpofed of to others, all favour,
wealth and power : the reft
were Plebeians, without honour,
without autherity.  Therefore,
they that were but Levites were

competitors, for fo great a pre-

ferment ; and ufed all endea-
vour, fome by force, fome by
fraud and fallacies, few by the
trile way, to attain unto it, No-
thing can be imagined more
dithonourable, than what the
two Sons of the high Prieft E-
lifab commiitted after their Fa-
ther’s death. For both Jefus,
by the help of 2 barbarous Cap-
lain, went about wickedly to
dertive his Brother 7.nnes of the

F the Tribe of Levi, al-f high Pieftihood, which he had
ter the refauration of the | reccived according to the Law
Cicy-and Temple, fir@k the Highfand Famns, to retain his righe,

Prieft

¥
1
f

i
i
!
i
{
!

|

became
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became guilty of a greater wic] herefolved toere®ta Temple in
keduefs ; for he {lew the {ame Je§ Garizsm, the higheft mountain
{us with his own hand, in the] of Samearia, and fhorely recei-
temple of God,and [prinkled the] ved power to dae fo, from A-
alrars with his Brothers Blood]lexander, by the mediation of

annes not long after had fof Sanballet. Thus he, that was
his fucceffor Faddus;  Whol]not capable of the moft honou~
Pontificate likewife his Brothafrable office ac ferufalens, bea
¢ Mamaffes devoured in his hopesfcaufe he_had violated the Law,
but having married, againft the] became High-Prief}, ashe could,
Law, a firange Woman, theinanother place,and in the pof-
Daughter of Sanballer, whenafeflion of it thought himfelf in
arefe a tumult amoneft the peof Heaven. See the heart of a moft

ple. he quickly percréived a ne§ wicked man, in whom you may

ceflity lying upon him, either ] doubt whethér his ambition or

Jofe his affinity with fo potent f impiety were the. greater. Yet
Father-law, or elfe relinquith i was this -but a fmall thing, in
hopes of the Prief}-hood, Hertlcomparifor of what Ossas the
upon long deliberatioa with hinf fourth did, out of 2 defire of do-
felf, at 1af, having commurif mination,. Beig: made High-
cated his Counfels to his Fathe] Prieft, and feeing  himfelf too
in-Law, he conceived 2 notablff weak for Fafors fattion, ‘to get
enterprize, which all pofteriyf the favour of Antiochus Epi-
talks of, nonme approves, Fuff H phanes

. —
RS T N AT P I T  wnr engn
v
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phanes, whole protetion hé nee- ceafed, to him fucceeded Fwdas
ded, he forfwore the Mofaiclinthe Principality, the fame thas
Laws,and inflead of them addis called Aduccabesss. Yer was
mitted the Religions and ritef there great power and autho-
of the Grecians, And mor, rity in the High-Prielt, Where-
that he might not bear i bisf fore o gntiochis Eupator after
Body the marks of Circumcifion] it cirme, cunningly having got
hexcuewed his fore- skin by Phyl enrrance jnto Ferefalens, when
ticall Are, and perfivaded all hs] e difirugled Onias, upon whom
people to do the fike. Afterfheaw the people and the Srate
watd , eAusochus Epiphanil offairs depended much, placed
the-High-Prieft being his Mil o 4/cimus in his room. But he,
nifter, impioufly perverted all the being gotten into the holy chair,
tnltitutions of the- Jews. Aufyas more depraved than -his

“now niothing of the found anl predeceflor ; for he went over
‘the antient’ cufiorns remaine

, , ainei.to King' Demetrirs the Son of
‘when ™ AMussthias the Hafw [ Seleiecsss, with criminations a-

nean, the great reflorer of o gainft Fadas, whofe principa-

State, having taken up Ar f lity he could not away with. f.;;
“rendeed vothe: Jews their Law
-and “received the Commonl content with a fingle tranfgrefs ’
“weakh. under ‘his Rule , - witl fioh. Wherefore hee brought
the title of Prince, Being df again® his own Country -the

Impiety can be never quiet, nor

ceafed _. H 3 Kings
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Perfons, Adulterers; whom

- _place the people conftituted, i
the moft facred office their Pring

The (ommon-wealth of the Hebrews,
Kings Lieutenant Bacohideswit9,44¢ ; “the fictt of all the Jews

an Army 5 and after his retndinye joynd the Miter and the
tﬁ the flﬁg W“h?,“c: -}‘:ﬂg&m‘s Crown together, and was both
the work, he cacrealed the Lom-gorince and Priet. The fame

panies lef_': by 'I'}szcc/:tidcs, by theas done, after hi:ﬁ, by Fona-
concourfe of wicked men. From than, Stmon and Fumues : uatill

every place were gathered unwl dy:obylus, the name of Prince
Alcimuns Murderers,Sacrilegious eing laid'afide, took upon him
the title of King. And {o,in the
end, [ong after. the death’ of Ze-
dekiab, Kings again ruled over
Judea, but they were of the
Tribz of Lewi 3 the laft of whom

their guilty confciences would
noc futler to reft at home.: an
heengaged them all to do hin
fervice, by fair words and boun
tifull pay, Atthe lafi, this gal
lgnt Pricft, to a('ide inore unbeing expelled and: {hin, He-
his glorious impiety, prepared;ofheld che Scepter, which he
to throw down the Walls ofhid before received from the
the Sanctuary raifed by t¥Romans: a2 man. not indeed
Prop_hets and.. the Haﬁd;xans; defcended of the Royall Faxni]y,
But in the midft. of his deliglno nor of the Sacerdotall, buc

one of /dumea, an infititious
Jew or Profelyte; for the Idu-
mzans were not truly Jews, buc

Fudas; H 3 only

2 i kb

L TS

was eAutigimus,. Antigonus
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only: accounted and called fo,
(nce the time that Hircams
- forced themi. to fubmic to the

rites and ‘ceremonies of the truef

God, ‘when before they wors
fhipt, 1 know not: what good
Cofan, whate rites were kept by

the Coffoburi, a noble family|

inthat -Cduntry;_ Famous was
that: prophecy- of Sameas, who
had long fince forerold, that

Herod {hould bee given the

Jews for a King, but co bes
Plagune unto them. -Even (o i
came to pafs, This Idumaan
préfently put to death drsffe-
bulus the High-Priefl, being ve-
ry young ;s and after him Hir.
eanns, allured ous of Parthia;
and after him, whatloever re.
mained of the Halmonzan
* bloud, he extinguithed, and lef

of the Hebrews,

| Nor did the feveaty Elders, the

Affeffors of the Great Councill
Sanhedrin, fpeed better. Thus
all being 1emov’d out of the
way, who might create him
ether fear ot danger, Herod
srew up to his heighe, and the
areatne’d of his power gave him
boldnels to break - forth- into
orext ficence’; for he altered the
old cuftorns of the Jews, and
broughe in new, and did many
things comtrary to the Laws,
Whereof let s hear F.fepins
freaking thus : - The anmticat

b dofeistene, uitainsed before, he

W?.Zk‘m‘d with [ R S
whence, i oy following tinies,
we have had no fmalt barm 5 for
all thofe things | wheveby the
multitude was  beretofare led

| unto pisty, are now nég_!eficd and

not any branch of the old ﬁg;.k, :
R | ot i

defprfe . -

| H 4 CHAD.
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CHAP. XVIIL
Of Meffias, King of the Jews
and all Nations, The everls-
fRing throne is his, A word in
Efay written myfticaby. Bala-
 ams prophecy in the fenfe of the
Fews. The fingular nature of
Meffic’s Kingdom, The re-
prebender of Maimonides cen« §
Jured, FEzekiels obfcure wifion,
1ot to be curionfly [earched.

Nd in this manner, after

the Jews return out of Ba-
bylom,they were in pofleflion of §
the Empire that had no right
utitoit; firft che High-Priefls,
then the Hafmonzan Princes,
being alfo Levites, then Kings
of the fame cribe, and lafily §
Herodthe Idumzan; He, un- |

der whom was born Meffns,
the |

!

of the Hebrews,

the King of Kings, a branch of

Dﬂvid:ofamily. To ‘him alone

mult be referr’d that promife

God made to David, thathis
throne thould bee everlafting;
and his feed (hould (i therein:

Certainly , it'is not {pokenof

Salemon, nor of any other
of his race; for, the kingdom
once foft, they never recover'd
after the Babyloniam exile,
Wherefore, unlefs wee will
(which were gieat impiety ).
make the promife of God vain

and falle, we muft underfland

that S8n of David to bee the

| Meffias, our Redeemer, of whom -

the Angel hath pronounced that

§ whichis written in St. Luke : Of -

his Kingdoms there (ball bz no

| end, The words are taken out
of the ninth of &fainh, where

\ Rabli Farchi notes ¢ It was
(ubsilly-

Hyg
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trary te C“ﬂ onz, the letter Mem
s elofed. A doubt mot to b
contemned. Thereby is fgni-

not opened promifeucufly ung
all, but clofe and referved, A

Tl L T T i b R i R R e ST IR A -

King Meflias, che Jews chink
none fo worthy of admiration,as

divine in(in&. Num. g4, Bu
the farme Interpreters,
narcowly  ico  the Propher
meaning,{agely found, the word;

that pa'v may

fubtilly difputed by the Scribes|
why 1n the midft of & werd, cox.

fied (as the Talmudifts are o
- opinion) fome great myftery]

_ mong(t all the Otacles in Serip, |
ture, concerning the greatef|

that which Balsam utrered by §

kingl§

of the Hebrews,"

Meffias, thelaft King indeed of

the fame sace, bur greater and
more potent than all the other,
Aainzanides in the end of- his

Mifsahathhandled this exadt--

fy. And the fame excellent
Mafter there refites thofe, that
ex(pect 1n the Kingdom of Az~

fias anothet face of fature, and

a new courfe of things going

L on perpetually. For, faith he,
8 they underftood not the words

of Efasah in the 12. Chapter.
The dark fayings whereof - doe

| fignifie, that all pious and good
men (hall have f{uch quiewnets

in the midft of ehie wicked, that

| 18,{ag ! they need not fear. Nor hath.
are not all {poken of one Kine. |
but the oracle is foro be divided |
belong ro D.vid §
who fi:t of - Judi’s race pefifl whote other reprehenons too,
the Kingdom,. the reft to the

Rabbi Abrabam the Son of
David any juft reafon to repre-
hend < Fuaimonides for this:

i for the moft part, are more
Meflus§

ﬂmr_p

Iys
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fhatp than folid; they make a
(hew of reafon, but, when they
are examined, come to nothing
Asoftas I furvey the facred pla-
ces, the rites and Religious fo-
lemnities, defcribed by the moft
holy Prophet Ezekiel in the laft
part of his Book, T conflidet with
my.felf ,  what they mean, or
whither.they are to be referr'd,
So different are they from Mo-
fes precepts, and the Jewith
cuftoms, - as themfelves confefs.
What opinion is to be had of
B+ 1atrai. them, the * Talmnd hach relol-
B Menachoth. ved and > AMaimonides hath in
i Mif- brief exprefled : . e AU manner
"”:‘-3-5'3" of jﬁ?rihg:, [paken of in Ezekiel,

and whatfocver is therewrittn

 of the number of Sacrifices,and ff

156

vothing elfe but the pacific ob-

o.l

the order of divine warfhip, are |

lations | which bave not been |

#fed §

of the Hebrews,

ufed in- former ages by the peo-.

ey but the Prophet fhews, low
they [hall be performed at the
dedication of the new Altar, sn
the times of (M Jias, when the
third Temple (hall be built, This

is no Jewith dream, nor Tal-

mudicall conceit;, ‘but a' certain
Truth.  The Prophet hath de=
ciibed another Temple, which
(hould be in Meffia’s reign, and
other facred rites: and hath
meafured -the flrudture of the
Temple, the Courts, the Gates,
and the reft, by anaccurate rule
of the work-  The form: of it;

| fay the Jeivs, is not fully under-

flood, but £zra, when he buil
the fecond Temple after the pat-
tern of Salomens, tollowed alio
the defcription of Exehgels third
Temple, fo far as the capacity
of the moft holy man could

reach,

Xs-7
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reach, info obfcure and perplex; |

a matter. This. We learn from
the Prince of Rabbins in* ano-
ther place, Neverthelefs, it isno
litele blindnefs in the Jews, ¢hat
they hope for fuch a Temple to
bebuile by the Meflias, which
may be feen with theeyes, and
approached with the feer,
We that are born in Meffiay
Kingdom know full well | s
otherwife. Al the Prophers
wotds, of the meafiire of the
buildings, and the parts, haye
another more fecrer fenfe 5 bue

what that fenfe is, and how che ;
words are to be explaind, is harg §
my part, with Xe- ¥

to fay, For
nophanes in V, arro, L would haws

CVery man to [et down whas li
thinketh, wot what be..péll af-

fert s for man may have an opi-

f. - hnows

)
I O WA e e Ly e

of the H. eorews,

krows thews cextwinly., Truly the
Jews when they, migngion fome

pieces of tlie Bible, the reading

wheseof s interdiéted yoush,
put the end of. Ezshiels pro-
pheey in that rank. And not
without caufe, For the whole

§ difceurle is more obfcure than

Plato’s number, Let them all,
who would feem the greateft
proficients in divine wildom call
hither their induflry : chey will
fweat enongh, before they open
the leal¥ of " the things laid upin
tho'c leaves.. The beft interpreter
can but give a handfom<conje-

Clure at the utmoft; and whenall:

is done . we mutt rernain unrefol-
ved. 'This is certain, that thefe,
and {ome other things of like
kind, are fuch, as the moft high

. | God hath fer above the reach of
#ion of fuch things | God alome |

bumane wit ; for, theu gh in this
_Iigh:

159
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light of the Gofpell, greac pro.

arefs hath been made into fci-|

ence, yet fomewhat is fhll lef
for admiration. Whetefore to
go farther into thele fecrets,thyn
the bounds preferibed to us by
the Holy Spiric, would be 2 very
unwife adventure.: - :

'CHAP, XVIIL

The State of the Jews after §

Meffia’s comming, Ofthesr -
Riturion yet ex[petted, Tha dig-

forites dilligence and fidelity,
IT was the pleafure of che im:
fhould be called a Royall Priefts

hood, |

by them alone,

of the Hebrews.

hood, and a chofen Generation,
and that his facred rites and ce-
remonies Thould be embraced
uneill the day
(hired forth, that fhewed the
Meffias ro the world. From that
time, the Son of God ordained,
thae che celeftiall benefits, long
confined unto ‘one Nation,

| | hould be common toall; the

Tydings whereof, fent abroad
far ang wide, proficed believers
only, Herewe muft admite at

the firange converfion of things:

; T s " ¥ For the ereat Author of Salva-
uity of that Nation even at thi on ,wl%o bad left his heaven-

day, Haow much our Religion §
 owsta the Jews. The Scripture

not corrupted by them.The Ma- §

1y throne to relieve the ‘miferies
! of men, was enterained by pro-

phane Nations with joy and ve-

 heration . but the Jews,to whom,
| more than one Prophet had (ig-

B!

)
;

]
!
;
i
]
¥

mortall God, that the Jews ! nified both the place and time

koew him not,

of his coming,
when
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rael mmtsll the fulne s of the Gen-
tiles be comerin, Ccn:afi'nl‘y there
will come a time; when the
Jews fhall be reduced into the
nghe path, who do now wat-
der miferably through igneranee
of theway. The Suns ofall days
are not yet gone down : their
licht flrall once again break
| forcth-unto thens : and thougly
they ate fallen, they are not fal-
len away for ever, Ezekiel
alfo bath publifhed fome. pro-
phecies in favour of them.Ch.36.
The Prophet faith, a new heart
thall be given them from Hea- .
ven, and a betcer undecdtanding
(hall dwell in theie breaft. Then
(hall che veil be raken off, which
Mofes put tipon his face; for
they fhall converc themfelves
unto God, who Tuffered them to
live in darknefs, and in igno-
fance

162 The Common-wenlth

when he was come and prefen
ted himfelt among} them, So
oreat a dulnefs had feized on
them., Their eyes were blind,
when their thoughts were on o
ther matcers and refefed o be-
hold what was fer before them
in the mid{¥, Hereupon they
were abdicated and caflt off by
God, and even to chis day ke
eat Pottage, and deplore their
loft birth-right, Their crimeis
engraven in the bardeff Adi-
mant, faith Teremythe Proples
Nor did they deprecate their
punilbment , - buc called it to
thernfelves faying, His blood b
. rapor 15, avd npon our G hildren,
8 Rom.r1. Very memorable is that which
g V25, S Panlweiteth to the Romans:
| I wonld mt have Y01 Egnorant
of this myfery, that hardmefs,
#n part, bath /mpptm&' unto 11
racl
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rance of the greateft mareers
that at laft he might -take occa-
fion to thew his old loving kind.
nefs.  Andon this wife do we
commodioufly interpret thefe
words of Paul: when Iltael
(hall be turned to the Lord, the

veil[hall be taken away;: a vey.

obfcure: place to many, and
wherein Igme have rtaken much
pains, The thing of which we
fpeak, is of fuch confequence,
that jultly we cannot henceforth
be altogether averfe from the
Jews, as if they were given up
. to publick” hatred, when as yer
fo great hopes are remaining
for them.  And truly S, Pl
doth them reverence, and ex-
tols theri wich high praife, even
while they are in errour. 7o
whom (laith he) pertaneth ¢l
- adogtion, and the glory, andthe

\ and the promifes

Lthe flefh Chrif? caipe.

§ and Kings, they

tily, the fame day that depri-

Covenants, B

|
i

of the Hebyeys,

Covewants, and the giving of the
Law, and the feruvice of God,
: Whofe arethe
Fatizers, and of whom Concerning
What
Nobility could be greater? So
many Patriarchs, and Prophers,
number among
their forefathers ; and fo many
brave men, and men of divine
vercue, whole names are con-
fecrated in Heaven, [ confels,
allthe Jews at this day are of
abafe and illiberall difpofition
and, if you logk upon thejr

 courfe of life, you can bardly

| find any thing worthy of no-
ble and eredted fpirits: Nei.

ther do we marvell at che caufe
| hereof, For thefe things goe in a
 round, and as the times are. tur-
| 1ed, {0 are mens manners, Ve-

ved
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ved them of the fair light of i} S,»;;;d,‘mw was very  peftilent ,
berty, and firuck the Scepier] Thither arg four thoufand com-
out of their hands, did alfg fo] manded away; to meet an un-

- abate the edge of their ingenu- timely death . Tures caft al-
ous fpirits, that they have no moft as many to the beafls,
more vigor now, nor keenef when hee fer forth hews at
“in them. Servitude dwarfs the Berstawm and (afarea, Trajan
mind, and enchains the fpiriy himfelf, the mildeft of all the
and choaks all the feeds of ge.} Princes, decreed they (hould
nerofity.. What high thoughtsf notread the Law ; fo did other
canthey poffibly have, who, fo Emperors. after ‘him ac feveral
fo_ many years, through thejuimes. This was the greateft of

~ whole world, have been wea- 'aﬂché.hons', and by . Rabbi Za-
ryed out with fo great fcorn and m-‘b{sjmx-mbrcd among the per-
contumely? whom Children, fecutions:  They dacreed ( faith
in contempt, have pulled by te he) & perfecution, thar the Fews
fleeve, and men by the beard? _‘ [bﬂ#!d not vead the Law. But
laltly, upon whom the fry off thefe things swere done by Pa-
allthe Cefars {pent it felf, Tifgans: - Let ws, who . are joyned -
derins. diflributed cheir youngf10:them with a clofer . bond,
men; {endingthem as it were fo ‘ﬂv_:wmcmi mare . favour, -having
‘' Soisldters, into the Provinces of this communion wirh them, to
wawholefeme air, The air off hear che eommands of encand
o | Sardinsd . the
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'-}. 68 The Common-wealtn ‘ fg'}‘j, Cbr} gﬂm’ moft hel
the {ame God. Truly S. Pyl g:n:indcéd , jl;ut unskilfiall o%
defives to lay down pis life fordhe Hebrew: tongue? Amonglt
them, fo fervent is his charitjh il the Greek and Latine Fa-
to the Nation. And it 1 his} shers, chat governed the antient
faying , 1f thf: firft bt} Church, Origen, and (to {peak
baly, the lamsp 45 alfo ho) : ihthe moft) ferom were theonlp
if the root be boly , fo are e Hebricians:  the reft had not
byanches. 1 will not now 2 larned fo much as che very
bitioufly celebrate their pralfgs: Letcers; Wheyefore if the care-
for wee abhor from -nothitghiefnefs of Tranfcribers had made
more; than fuch Vanmity. YeRdefaule, chey were not the mea
as to thefe later times, thihac could make amends.” But
eruth is, if we caft up the ks was all the Jews only flu-
count sightly , out Religion Sedy, and. their fcle-care, to vin-
much endebted to that peopleddicare che Books of ¢ Mafes, and
For who are they but the Jewsdhe Prophets, and the other
that have prefexved for us telioly. writings, from the inju-
facred volumes of the Bible falties of time,”  Thisis their pro-
‘andfound? How many Erré ﬁ: praife . - wherein no other

ta’s had foln into the HoldNacion -cﬁ'moch ‘any (hare,
Scriptures , had  the cuftoThere is s§.-eminent place .in
thereof been committed: O Rebds Abrahams* of Salman-* Inlitre fi
to fuch as Ln&antim,GA W] ! ¥ " tica, Juchaige - B
| ‘ regor)§ .
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tica, whence we learn, Tharall §

the Copics of the Bible were

‘bil.llllclj d”d 6] jt C‘?rrﬁfd al‘ '_ lcarned * Or{g‘”.

their (opiess part of it I fup B

Was WY itten 900 years before m)
time. Ximhi in his Grammar

- textofthe Bible pure, . Indeéd §
it had been cafy for then, tof

of the Hebrews,

§ alter and corrupe thofe places,

. - IR which feemed to condemn their
amended according to a certain § follies, wherthe Chriffians ur.
P : f
Book of wvenerable antiquity, §. o f1o0d {carce three words of
written fong. before by the hand §

of Rabbi Hllel, High-Prieft of § ot ood,
the Jews, who came. from Ba-b and Religion would not pes

byleninto Syria fixty years be-§
fore the Nat}ilvity of our Lord §
God Jefus Chrift. /» the King-3 620 deleribing
doms of Leon' ( fuith he ) they | nefs in defcribing much of the
found the Bible written by Rab- ready had fufficient anfwer from
As for me, * g, Ex:

. . : # when I confider the unwearyed plan.E/ai%; § |
swhich was fold in Afiic, "and) dilligence and infinite pains of '

Hebrew : but piety with-flood,

mit them to change what was

facred. Neverthelefs, fome have
charged them with unfaithful-

text; but thefe men have al-

the Aaforites,] doeven fland a-

| mazed; for, having revifed ac-
fasth, the Pentateuch was at the | curately, and cornpared all the

Lityof Toledo, At that time§
therefore the Jews were the ¥ figned them with certain notes.
only Corretors to keep the con-f This was done after the defiru-
Gion of the fecond Temple, a-

{ bouttheyear 436. It was ob-
alccr

parts of the Hebrew Bible, they

| ferved
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ny them to be the invention of
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ferved by them ,  not only how
many Verles and words, bu
alfo how many Letters every
Book contained, Wherefore, §
thar afterward, when extreme |
barbatifm oppreft the world,
00 tirtle of that moft excellent
Book was loft, is 2 benefit we
ow to them. Not wichout
caufe have the Rabbins f3id )
The Mafora # as it were the
wall and the hedge of the Faw,
In Rebbi Zacuth above cited
are Judaicall trifles, whereby

forfooth ig is concluded, that

the Accentsand the Points were
extane in the time of Ezra;
which I therefore mention, that
it may be added to the reft of
thole vain arguments alleged
by fome, who in our time de:

the Mafotiges, And in the fame
. Rabbies

of the Hebyews,

Rabbies Book, by the fame
proof is the Targum of Onke- -
fos referd to Ezya's age., Which,
although it be falfe, and ealily
difcovers how little worth the
other is, yet will find fome to
defend it,” the rather,- that” the
other may not fall, Many are
fo obflinately given, they care
not what they fay, if it may
but ferve to maintain the opi~
nion they have once embraced.
That the reading of the holy
Scripture is not uncertain, and
fubject to any more variation,
wee thankfully acknowledge
the care and pains of the
Jews, who lived in the lager
times, after the deflrudtion of
the fecond Temple:  For, when
they ‘were fallen from ‘their
great and wealthy State, chey
made it their bufinefs ,amli]d_{’c

their -
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their extreme:calamity, to fave §

out of the common Shipwrack
this one Chelt of ineftimable
value. And this 1s that we love
them for 3 the rcft deferve our
compaffion :

and facred fente.
faying of theit own well agrees
unto themfelves .  They

mabter , fundamentall,  And,
whichis worft of all, they.are

ot fenfible of their Childifh-

:‘:lcfb ;nig 15?1:)’& fgr ’r‘ﬁ’hﬁc-a * I nottheir mind. Whitherfoever
their jonotance of che dins | they wen  chemfelves,  cheic
g0 the divine § night goes along too, and

Law, they complain of the
lofs of ther Country, and of
the Kingdom taken from them,

and

§ man milerable .
i us of hts Wifes fool | Harpa-

For they read the | ffe, that having on the fodain

Titeles, and Letters. and Books, |
but they read them only, not | | blind, and ofien reguefted
segarding nor feeking the tue § ;. keeper to brang her to aio-
So that, the A sher houfe ; - for bher ow was
i dark, -The Jews are in the
make § fme cafe.

that which is fundamentqll, a § in their own breaf} the caufe of

leffer matter; and the leffer | alt their mifery: and fuppofe;

ofthe Hebrews,

and of the' like things :* whofe
poffeflion makes no man hap-
py, and whofe lofs makes no
Seneca cels

loft her fight, [be krew wor [pe

They carry about

by fome divine faweur, they
fhould recover Canaan, they
would change their climat,

overfhadows them: nor (halt

it be difpelled, before they
have

175
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