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THE

STUMBLING-BLOCK
OF
DISOBEDIENCE & REBELLION
Cunningly imputed by ®. H. unte

CaLvINw,removed ina Leteer to

" the faid P. H. from I H.

-Let no man put a Stumbliqg-block in his bro-
thers way, Rom.14.13.

Sir,

ﬂﬂ&ﬁ’a% Gave my jndgment upon your late book

ner among fome Gentlemen, that theyde- ,

(that I'mean againft Calvin) in fuch man-- *
£

2 fired me to write fomething in Anfiver toit,”.
WWW% which if there happen to be need I'may;
In the mean time it will, perhaps, be enough if T acquaint

9o ‘.,‘3'.

4

you with as much as I have acquainted them, Inthis; '
' R A T hoor”

by

lbon ' of
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[2] .
book of yours you fpeak fome things asa Polititian only ,,
others as a Polititianand a Divinetoo. Now torcpeata
few, and yet as many I chink as are needful of each kind,
1 fhall begin with the former.

The Rife, Progrefs, and Period of the Common-
wealth of Lacedemon is obfervable in Authors by thefe
{teps,

PI. The Infufficiency of the Monarchy,

2. The Form of the Commonwealth.

3. AnInfirmicy in theForm , and acureof it.

4. The Corruption aud Diffolution of the whole.

All which happened within the compafle of eight hua--
dred years, -

To the firlt you fay, That the Spartau Kings were
as abfolute Monarchs as any in thofe times, 1ill Eurytion,
or Eurypon, s» procure the favatir and goed will of the Raf-
call-rabble ( {oyoucommonly call the people) purchafid
nothing but the loffe of Royalty, befide an empty name unte
bis Family, thense called 1he Eurypontide,

1t is true that Plataveh inthe Life of Lycnrgus fayes,
That Eurypon was the firlt, who to obtain favour with the
people , let loofe the reins of Government, and
this be faith there without fhewing any neceflity that lay
vpon the King fo to do; neverthelefs that fuch neceflity
there was is apparentin e 45, where he affiimeth, That
a King of Lacedeman could neve: come to be equal unto
any other King, butonly by introducing Equality amang
the people; forafimuch as a fervant or Lieutenant of Se-

lewcns, ot Prolomy was worth more then ever were all the -

Kings of Sparta put together.  Which latter fpeech if a
man confider the narrownefs of the Laconick Territory
being but a part of Peloponne/ns, muft nceds evince the
former action to have been not fo voluntary in Ewurypon
asin prudenceunaveidable. But Lnrypos having by this
means rather confeffed the infirmity of the Monarchy,
thenintrcduced any cuteef the Governmear, it remains

ed.

L3] ,
ed that the people not yet brought under fit Orders mult
needs remain in diforderrs as they did till the inftitution of
the Commonwealth,

The Monarchy that is or can be abfolute, muft be
founded upon an Army planted by Military Colonys
upon the overballance of Land being in dominion of the
Prince; and in this cafe there can neither be a Nobility ,
nor a People to gratifie, at leaft without fhaking the
foundatien , or difobliging the Army, Whereforethe
Spartan Kings having a Nobility or People to gratifie,
were not abfolute. It is true, you call the Kings of
France abfolute, fo do others, butitisknownthatin
the whole world there is not a Nobility nor a People fo
frequently flying out or taking Armes againft their Prin-
ces as the Nobility arnd People of France,

The Monarch that is founded upon a Nobility | or a
Nobility and the people (as by the rife and progrefle of
the Norman line in our ftory is apparentiy neceffary )
muft gratifie the Nobility or the Nobility and the people
with- fuch Laws and liberties as are fit for them , or the
government ('as we have known by Experience, is found
in France, and no doubt was feen by Enrypon ) becom-
eth Tyrannical , be the Prince otherwife never fo good a
Man.

Thus Carilans in whofe Reigne the Commonwealth
was infticuted by Lycurgas | is generally affirmed co have
beena good man, and yet faid by eAriffut/e to have been
a Tyrant ; it remaineth therefore with you to fhew howa
good man can otherwife be a Tyfant then by holding Mo-
narchical government without a fufficient balance, or if
you pleafe,ow he that fhallundertake the like, (be he ne-
ver fo good > well defervinga man?) can beany other,
Or confeffe that not the favour of Princes ( by whichif
they be well balanced they lofe nothing) nor theufurpa-
tion of the people (by which without a popular balance
they get nothing ) but thzinﬁrmity of the Monarchy

2 calt-
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caufed the Common wealth of Lacedemon, And whae-
lefsis faid by Plurarch , or thus rendred by your felf

Not the people only [ent meffages to Lycurgus for bis conne

[el, bus the Kingswere asdsfivons be fhould veturn from

bistravels, in hope that his prefence wonld brsdle and re.

Sirain thepeople s bue Lycurgus applyed not bim(elf wnto

cither , being vefolv’d 1o frame both into one Common-

Wealth,

To the form of this Common Wealth, you fay, 7'bas
whatever the Kings loft, the people got litsle by this altera-
tio;,flvein left[odmboa all imployment sin affairs of Rare,
and forced to yeild obedience upto Thirty Adafters.
before they IM':( bat 1w, ) Mafers, whereas

A’ ftrange sffirmation feeing the Oracle conteyning

the model of Lacedemon is thus recorded. by your Au-

thor, when thon baft divided the people into Tribes an
linages , thou [balt eftablifh the sztr}:conﬁ/}ing Wir.;ﬁ‘lsf
two Kings of thirty Sewators, and affembls the people as
there Pallbe occafion , wherethe Senate hall propofe and
difmifs the people withont [uffeving them 10 debate.  Now
who feeth not that the people having no right to debste
muft therefore have had the right to refolve. or eife
were to be affembled for nothing 2 but the Witimate re-
fuleis the foveraiga power in every government. Itis
true the Greek of the O:acle is obfolete, and abftrufe’
bue then it isnot enly interpreted by Plutarch in the
fenle Ihave given, butby the Verfes of the Poet Tyr-
teus, which the Kings themfeives, though they wou'd -

have made otherufe of, acknowled
to be Auchentick. . ed unto the people

They having of Apollo foughe, .
This Oracle from Delphos brought , .
Unto the Spartan King.s, among ’

The Stnators, it doth belong .
Tg )

51
To moderase sn Royal Chairs,
And give their Voves in all Affuirs ; -
. And When they have propofed thefe,
" " The People chofe what ere they pleafe.

Of many other TeRimonics, I'thall 4dd -no more
then one ont of the Jfocrates; I am not igmorant(faith
he, to the Areopagites) thaz the Lacedemonians flowrify -
for this caufe efpecially, that their government ss popwe
lar. . '

To the infirmity of this form, and the cure of it you'p
fay ; That the Rayalty and power of the Kings being
thus impasred , the people abfolutely difcharged from bav-
ing any band at all inpublick government and she e Autho-
vity of the Senate growing cvery day mare infolent and pre-
dominant by reafon that (albeit the Senators were eleGed
by the people) they bad thesr places for term of life | the
Kings refolved upon a courfe of putting the peopleintofnch
a condition as might inable them to curb and controle the
Senators , to whichend they ordained the Ephori, Magi-
frates to be annually chofen out of the body of the peo-

le.
d In which fir®t you make that to be a pradife of the
Kings againft the Senate, which by your Author is plain *
to have been a combination of the Kings, and the Se- -
nate againft che people; forcthe people npon the info-
lency and predominancy of the Kings, and the Senate, .
fell, as is in that cale, the inevitable nature of them
upon counfel how to defend themfelves, and fo affumed
the power of debate. Hereupon the Kings Theopompaus -

P.4s.

and Polidore would have added ustothe tenor of the = -

Oracle, that if the people went abont by debate to -
change the propofitions of the Senate, it thould be law-
fal for the Kings and the Senate to null the refult of the
people ; which pradifeifit had pakt,mult have made the *
' Kings..:
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Kings and the Senate altogether uncontrollable, where-
fore the people incenled atit, put a bitt into the momh
of the Senate, by the inftitution of the Ephori: This is
the clear fenfe of P/utarchwhich he taketh out of Pla-
to, who atfirmeth the Ephorate to have been fet upa-
geinft the hereditary power of the Kings ; with whom
agree both Arifforle and Cicero ; the former affirming
this Magiftracy to contain the whole Common Wealth,
inafmuch as the people having obtained it, were quiet;
and the later that the Ephori in LZacedemon were fo op-

, pofed to the Kings,as the Tribunes in Rome to the Can.

fuls. Nowif other Authots attribute the inftitution of
the Ephori unto the Kings, and there be a ftory affirm-
ed aswell by Plutarch as others , that T%eopompns have
ing thus created the Ephori, and being told by his
Qucen hehad done that which would Icave narrower
power to his children, anfwer'd well, thatit would leave
that which would be narrower, butlanger: Thisis nei-
ther any Riddle norkind of contradiction to the for-
mer fenfe : Seeing, when we fay that Henry the Third
infituted the Parliament to be affiftant to him in his go~
vernment, we no more doubt of that, then how it is to
be underftood. Nor if his Queen bad faid as fhee of
Lacedcmon , and our King had made the like anfwer,
would that bave alter’d any thing, or proved the wo-
man to have been, (as you will have it) the better Pro-
phet, feeing cither Government lafted longer for either
reformation,nor came toalter , but through the alters-
tionof the ballance, which was nothing to the womans
prophecy.

The ruine of this Ballance , and corruption of the
Common wealth, you wholly omitto the cnd, thae
picking up your obje®ions aganft the Governmert in
vigour, out of the rubbifh and diffolution of it, you
may caft duflt inmens eyes, or perfwade them th.t the
Ephori trufling to the power and intereff , they hadin the

Come=

at
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Communalty,came to #furp wpon the K ings, and to be Ty-
vants as they are called by Plato and Ariftotle , fo youaf
m,
ﬁrBunthe teath is thus recorded by Plutarch in the life of
Agis.  So foon as the Lacedemmoans having ruin’d
Aibens, became full of gold and filver , the Common
wea'thbeganto break; Neverthelefs, the iots or divi-
fion of lands made by Lycurgss yet remaining, the E-
quaiity of the foundation held good, till Evitadens an
ill-natur’d- fellow became Ephore, and having a mind to
diFinherit his fon, got a Law to pafs whereby any man
might difpole of his lot as he pleafed : This by him pur-
fued of meer malice to hisfon, was hurri’d on by the a-
varice of others, whofe riches came thus to eatethe
pzople fo cleerly out of their lands, thatina fhore timz
thete remained not. above an hundred Freeho'ders inall
Sparta.  This he hews to have been therife of the O.
ligirchy : The Oligarchy thus balanced totally exclu-
ded the people, and murther’'d Agis, the firft King that
was ever puc to death by the Epbori ; and to thef: times
(about which Plato and Ariftetle lived ) relateth thae
Tycanny , whichthey who (as was thewn) commended
the Ephorate inthe Common wealth, now laid unto it
inOligarchy:  Thus have you fetcht arguments againft
a Common wealth, that are nothing to it. Again,
whereas Agis and Cleomenes , by the reftitution of the
lots of Lycurgus were affertors of popular power,
youinfiouate them to have beenaflertors of Momarchy ;
fuch is your play with humsne Authors, or asa poli-
titian. Now let us fee, whether you have dealt any thing
better with Scripture , or been more careful as a Divine,
Inorder to this Difcovery, Xihall repeate that peice of
Calvin, which you call the fumbing block of difobedi- -
ence.  Calvin having preached obedience to your good
‘approbation comes at- length to this expreflion, B
Rl 1 monft be underfloodof private pevfons; for if there be
B
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 Calv. InfE. lib. noWo awy popular officers ordained to moderate. the licentionf-
« €20:8.3%e .mefs of Kings (fuch aswere the Ephors | (ot npof old ae

"P.29%,

. gainft the Kings of 'Sparta , the Tribunes of the people a-
-gasnft she Roman Confnls, and the Demarches againft the

Athenian Senate , of which power perbaps as the world now

. goes, the three cftates are [tized in each [everal Kingdons

When [elemnly affembled) fofar am I from bindring them

-t put reftraints upon the exorbitant power of Kings, as

their office binds them , that I conceive them rather to be
guilty of perfidions diffimulation,if they connive at Kings
when they play the Tyrants, or wantonly infult on he
people 5 in that fo doing they betray the lié]my of the fub-
1¢¢t, of which they kmow themfelves to be made Guardians
by Gods own ordinanse.

What Calvin fayes of the Athenian Demarches, they
having been Magiftrates of another natare , isa miftake,
but fuch an one, as deftroyes no other part of his af-
fertion,the relt of the Parenthefis,or that which he faith
of the Ephori,and the Tribunes being confirmed as hath
been slready fhewn by P/ato and driftorle, by (icero
and Plutarch. Wherefore of the Ephori and the Tri-
bunes enough ; new why the eftates in a Gothick Me-
del fhould be of lefs power , no Polititian in the world
fhall ever fhew a reafon ; the eftatesare fuch by virtue
of their eftates, that is of their over-ballance in domi-
nion, you are then either fpeculatively to fhew how the
over-ballance of dominion fhould not amountunto Em-
pire, or pracically that the over-ballance of dominjon
hath not amounted unto Empire, and that in 1 quiet
Government, orit can be no otherwife in a quict Go-
vernment , then that the over-ballance of dominion
‘mpft amountunto Empire. This principle being now
fulficiently known, is the caufe it maybewhy you chu’e
n!: this plaqe_tg fpeak rather like a Divine, s you fuppoﬁ'
thena Polititian. For you wou/4 fain learn, you fay, o

‘.Caivin, $n what pare of the Word of GodWe foull find any

!

[k

Lo]
[uch Anthority given to fuch popular Magifirates , as b
tels us of.

To which by the wayI anfwer, That God founded
the Ifraelitifh Government upon a popular bafance,
that we find thepeople of Ifracl judging the tribe of
Benjamin , and by the Oracleof God, levying War a-
gainft them , which are as of Soveraign po ver, there-
fore a popular ballance, even by the ordinarce of God
himfelf expreffed in Scripture , amounted unto Em-

ire.

P But you, when youhave dsked in whar part of the
word of God we fhall find any fuch Authority givento pops.
Lir Magiftrates;an{wer, Not in the Old Teftament you ave
Sure,  Fuorwhen Mofes firft ordained the Seventy Elders,
it Was not to diminifb any part of that power which Was -
vefféd in bim, but to eafe himfelf of fome part of the burthen
lying pon bim, as you will haveto appear plainly by the
180 of Exodus , where Mofes upon the advice of Jethto
chofe able men oat of all Ifrael, and made them Rulers of
Tkonfands , Rulers of Hundreds, Rulers of Fifties, and
Rulers of Tens. Now Iam furethac about this time the
number of the men of Ifrael was above fix hundred thou-
fand, and fo any man may be fure that the elders thus

¢hofen(fhould we count but the Rulers of the thoufands
only) muft have come at the leaft to iix hundred,where-

Fudg. 10,

P.1g0,

um.1,46.

fore, you cannot be fure that this makes any thing to the

ele&ion of the feventy elders.

Well, but eut of thefe (fay you) God afterwards in the
Eleventh of Numbers, willedMoles tochafe the feventy
Elders. ‘

You may do me a greater favour then you can fudden-
ly imagine, to tell me really for what caufe, orupon
what authority your fpeech is {o pofitive, that God wil-
led Aofes to cheofe the feventy Elders out of thote that
were ehofen in the Eighteenth of Exedus 3 For whereas
AMofes is willed to choofe them out of fuch as he knew :}o

B 3
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ieelders , fuch there were in honour among the people,
?lf:lllgl: notin power before the ele®ion of thofe ad-
vifed by Jethro, as appears. 1:_"9:. 3:16. & 4.29. But
bad ¢hisbeen as you would have it, whatis the neccﬂi:y;
that becaufe therelay an appeal unto A4ufes from thofe
in Exodus (thatis from the Jetbronian Elders, or Courts
which fat afterwards inthe gates of the Temple, and
of every City , ). therefore there muft needs lye an ap-

.peale from the feventy Llders , or the Sanbedrim unto

Mofes | efpecially while the whole fiream of Fewifs
wr‘i’t:rs’or pTulmudiﬂ:, (who fhould bave had fome
knowledg in their own Common-Wealth) unanimoufly
afficms that there was no fuch’ thing? = Whereupon to

Grotius d Ex,the ele@ion of the former Elders, faith Grotins , in the

18,21,

Num. g1,

Deut.17.8.

ace of thefe came the Judges in the gates | and in the
ﬁ;c: Jljr' Mo{es the Santhrﬁn. Nor need we go farthee
than the Scripture , for the certainty of this affertion ,
where the feventy are chofen not to ftand under A4o/es
but withhim, not todiminifh his burthen, or bear it
under him, with anappeal in diffiqult cafes to him, as
is exprefled in the eleGion of the fethroinan Elders, buc
to bear the burden with him , and without any mention
of fuch appeal.  Aufzs before the eleQion of the fe-
thronian Judges had the whole burchen of Judicature lying
uponhim , after their electior, the burden of the ap-
peals only , wherefore if the feventy Elders were indeed
inftituted to bear che burthen wich A44fes, there thence-
forth lay no appeal unto Mofes, which s yet clearer in
this precept , If there arifca matter of controverfie wul?m
thy gates, ( which plainlyis addreft to the Ferbronian
Courts) toe hard for thee in judgment , then foalt thow.come
unto the Pricft and the Levste (by which in the fenfe of
all Authors fewify and Chriftian is underftood the Saw-
kedrim) , or vothe Judg that fall bein thofe dayes (the
Suffes or DiQator) awd skey fball foew thee the fentence of

Judgment, whence by the clear fenfe of Scripture, .
' all.

L]
e[l matter of appeal inIfrael, lay unto the Sasibedrim.
‘Your next Argument, that there muft be nothing i all
this but eafing the fupreme Magiftvate of f(sme part of the
burthen, which wasbefore too heavy for him , Without any
diminstion, in the leaft re[peét of bis power ; is, that When
God had taken of the Spivit which was #pon Mofes , and
put it upon the [eventy Elders , the Spirit yer refled upow
Moles in as fulla meafure as it did at firff 5 1 grantin a
fuller, forIbelieve his wifdom was the greater for this
diminution of his power , it being through the nature
of the ballance , apparently impoflible that he could
be any more then a Prince in a Common-wealth ; but
your argument can be of no force at all, unlefs you
will bave him to have been lefs wife, for not affluming
foveraign power, where without confuion, it was alto-
gether impoffible he (hould have heldit: A Pincein a
Common-wealth fubfifteth by making himfelf, or be-
ing made of ufe unto the free courfe of popular orders,
but a foveraign Lord can have no other fubfiftance or fe.
curity , then by cutting off or tearing vp all roots , that
do naturally fhoot or (pring up into fuch branches. To
concinde, if the Congregation of the people, in law to
be made, had fuch power as was fhewn, andin law, fo
made,the ultimate appeal lay unto the Sanbedrim ; why,
are not here two eftates in" this Common-wealth, each
by Gods own ordinance, and both plain in Scripture?
well, but when they came (you will fay) to make unto
themfelves Kings, what ever power they had formerly,
was now loft. This at beft were but to difpute from the

folly of a people againft an ordinance of God, for what
lefs is tefified by himfelf in

They have not yejested thee |
thas 1 foonldnot raign over them. The Government of
the Senate and the people, is that only which s or can
be the government of lawes and not of men, and the
government of lawes and not of men, is the govern-

B2 ment

but they have rejelted me

P.1ga,

thofe words to Samuel * Sim8.7.
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Arifi pil..c. ment of God and not of men:  He that is for the go-

Hof8.4.

Mof 1 3.

Veverpment of  Liwes s for the  governmene of

God, and he that it for the gevernment of @ man
15 forthe government of a beaff. Kings, no queltion,
wheve the ballance is monarchical, are of divine righe
and if they be good the greatelt bleflings thac (he go:
vernment fo tanding can be capable of; but the ballance
being popular, asin Ifrael, in the Grecian, inche Sici.
{iin Tyraonies, they are the direft curfe thar can befal
a nation. Nor are divines, who will alwayes have
them to be of divineright, tobe hearkenedto, feein

they atlirm that which is clean contrary to Scripture, for
in this cale faith Hofes, They bave fet up Kings an; not
byme , they havemade Princesand Iknewit nor. Pha.
raoh may impofe the making of brick without the al.
lowance of ftraw, but God never required of any man
or of any government,that they (hould five otherwife

then according to their eftates, It is true if a mang
want make him a fervant, there arerules in Scripture
that injoyn him the duty ofa fervant:  But (hew me
the 1ale in Scripture that obligeth a man who can five
of himfelf unto the duty of a fervant. Hath God lefy
regard unto a nation then to a man Yer the peor
ple of Ifrael, continving upsn a popular Agrarian

though God forwarned them , that by this meansthq’;
would make themfelve: fervaats, would n:-eds have a
King ; whence faith the ame Peoph t. O Ihacl, 14y
baft defbroyed thy felf | butin me 35 thine kelp, Iwill be
thy King (which foretels the refticution of t1he Com-
mon-wealth,for) Where is any ceher thae may fave thee in
all thy cisies 2 and thy Frdges of whom thou (aidft give me &
King and Princes. I gave thee aKing in mise anger(that is
in Said) and I tosk him away inimy wrath (that isinthe
captivity, (0 at leafk faith R 266 Bechai with whom agree
Nachmoni, Gerfchome,and oti.ecs. Kimch, it istrne and
M iimonides are of opnon, that the people mai(ing
a:King , difpleafed God not in the matter , butin the

form

C13]
forin only , asif the rootof a tree, the ballance of &’
Y
government, were form oaly and not matter : nor do

‘our divines yet, who are divided into like partys, fee

more then the Rabbys. Both the Royalifts and the
Common-wealthfmen of each fort, that is whether
dwines ot Talmudifts appeal unto the letter of the law ,
which the Royalifts(as the Tranilators of our Bible)ren-

derthus ; wenthou palt fay (the Common-wealthf- D6 17440

men, as Disdatithus, If thon cometo [ay) I will fet a
King over me, like allthe nations that are about me, thon
[oals in any wife (ct him King over thee, whom the Lord
thy God fball choofe,  The one party will have the law
to be pofitive, the other contingent, and with a mark
of deteftation uponit, for fowhere God fpeakech of
his peoples doing any thing lik2 the nations that were 4.
bewe them it is cvery where elfe underftood. But let
thefe (which are no nicities) be as you will; who feeth
not that to argue from this place, for the neceffity of the

King, is asif one from that foregoing fhould argue for Perfe 9.

the neceffity of the Judges. The words are thefe, T%os
Joalt come unto the Prieft and to the Lvite (which, as
was faid, is tothe Sankedrim) and (thatis or) o the gudg
that fhall bein thofe dayes.  Yet thatthe Judgnot bye-
ny neceflity implyed in thefe words, but through the
meer folly of the peoplecameto be fecup in Ifrael, is

plain by Fofephus, whete he fhews that the Ifraclites lay- gy ¢.c.o,

ing by their Armes. And betaking themfelves unto their
pleafures,while they did uot asGod had commanded, root
out the Canaanites from among them, but fuffered them
to dwell with them, fuffered alfo the form of their Com-
mon-wealth to be corrupted, and the Senate to be bro-
ken ; the Senatorsnor other folemn Magiftrates being -
el:@ed as formerly, which bothinword and fa@is con-
fizmed alfo by the Scripture. In words,aswhereit is thus
written. fVhen Jofua had les the people go (that is, had
difmiffed the Army,& planted them upon their popu;lar
: ala -



Fudg.26.

Indg.1.3.

, C14]
ballance) the children of Ifrael went every man Unto bis
inberitance topoffefs the land , and the people ferved the
Lord all the dayes of Jofua, and all the duyes of the Elders
that out-lived Jofua (thatis , while the Sanbedriim con.
tinued after him, buc when the Elders hereof came to
dye, and the people elected them no fucceffors) they did
evilinthe fight of the Lord ( and having broken theit
cvil orders, forfook alfo cheir religion, the government
whereof depended npon the Sanbedrim) and ferved Ba-
alim.  And for the matter of fa® included in thefe
words, it farther appears , where Fudab /aid unto Sime-
on kis brother come up With me into my Lot 5 that we
may fight againft the Cananites | and I likewife will go
with theeiato thy ot ; fo Simeon Went with bims. By
which the tribes leaguing at their pleafure one with ano-
ther itis plain,thut the Sanbedrim their common Liga-
ment was broken: Now except a man fhall fay that this
negled of Gods ordinance was according unto the law

“Pacwvious apud of God there is no difputing from chat law to the neceffi-
Livium. lib.23 ty of the judg which happened through no other then this

exigence(quippe ant rex quod abominandum ant quod anuus
Libera civitatis confilium eft,fcnatus habendus eff )wherefore
the judg of Ifrael was not neceflitated by the will of God,
but forefeen only by his Providence, not limpofed by the
law,but provided by it'as an expedient in cafe of necefliy
ty,and if no more’ can be pleaded from the law, for the

jadgagainft whom God never declared,much lefs is there .

to be pleaded from the fame for the King againt whom
he declared fo often.  There is nothing more clear nor
cereain in Scripture then that the Commonwealth of Ifra-
el was inftituted by God, the judges and the Kings no o-
therwife then through the imprudence and imporcunity of
the people.Buc you who have'nobetter name for the pea-
plein a common-wealth , then the rafcal rabble will
have Kingsat a venture tobe of divine right, and to
beabfolute ; whereas in truth if divine right be derived

unto

Cis]
unto Kings from thefe of the Hebrews only, it is moft’
apparent that no abfolute King can be of divine righe :
for thefe Kings if they were fuch by the law alledged,
then by the fame law they could neicher multiply horfes
nor wives , nor filver, nor gold, without which no King
can -be abfolute ; but were tokeep all the words of this
law and thefe flatutes, and fo by conlequence were Datr7,
regulated Monarchs ; Nay, could of right enalno
law, but asthofe by David forthe redu@ion of the
Ark, forthe regulation of the Priefts, for the ele@ion
of Solomon, which were made by the fuffrage of the peo-
ple, no otherwife them thofe under the Kings of Rome,, -
and ours under the late Afsmarchy, Whatthen is at-
wiibuted by Calvin unto popular Migiftrates, that is
not confirmed by Scripture and reafon ¢ yet nothing.
will ferve your turn but to know what power there was
in the Sanhedrim , tocontrol their Kings: ‘to which I
anfwer, that both Skickardus and Grotins with the full
coafent of the Ta/mudifts have affured you, thatin cafe
the King came to violate thofe lawes and fatutes it
was in the powar of the Sanhedrim,to bring him unto cor-
poral punifhment. Moreover itis thewn by the later out
of Fofephus that Hiveanns when he could not deliver He.
redfrom the Sanbedrim by power, didit byare: Nor is
your evafion fo good as that of Hircanus while you hav-
ing nothing to fay to the contrary, but that Herod when
he was queftioned,was no King, fhufle over the bufinefs
without taking any notice as to the point in controverfy,
that Hireanss who could not (ave Herod from the quefi-
on was King.

Themanner of the refticution of the Senbsdrim made ichr.tg
by 7ehofpaphar plainly fhews that even under the Monse. >° 9’
chy the power of the Sanbedrim was coordinate with that
of theKing, atleaft,fuch ische Judgment of the Jewith
writers, for faith Grotius , the King (as is rightly noted 4

by the Za/mudifts , ) wasnot to judgin fome cafes, and AMar g . -

to

De jure B.ac.p.
Lib.x, €ap.1s
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totlisthe words of Zedckia feemto relate, where to

(e Saptedsim demanding the Prophet Jeremiah | he faid
beidd Fo s ds yony bands | for the King iy not e thgt can
‘do any thirg withsar yen.  Nor (except Davia) had cvex
any Kirg £ flion or vitein this councel: to which foon
after headds, that thisconre continued till Heredthe
great, whefe-infolcrcie, when exalting it fcIf more and
more againft the law, the Sewarors had not in time as
they ought, fupprefled by their power; God punifh-
ed them in fuch miarncr for the neplect of their duty,
that they came alito be putto deach by Hered, except
Sameas cnly, whofe foicfight and frequent warning of
this orthelike calamity they h-d as frequently conlerr-

ned, Inwhich woids Greriss following tha unaninous

confenz of the.Zulmy ifl s(if they knew snything of theic

own ordersJexpredly attritutes the fame power unto the

Sanbedrim , and chargeth them with the fame daty in

Ifrael, thatis preributed unto the three eftates ina Go-

thick Mocel, and charged upon thefe by Calvin,

Thus thatthere never lay any appeal fom the Sante-
drimunto Mefes nor (except when the Jews were in cap-
tivity, or under provincisl govcrnment ) to any other
Magiftsare,as alfo thac they ad fower upon their Kings,
being that your fel(fay, /s 4e objeclion Paramonnt, and
which net anfiwered | you confefs that the threc eftates cox-
vened in Parligmont or any other poplay Magiftratp
Calvin dreamies of, wotwithflarding . v dijcontinsance ; or
won ufuge on iheir parts, orany prefeiiption allodged by
Kivgstothe contrary , may refume and cxoreife that Ay
thceity which God bath grven thom when ever they fhall find

w fit timefor iv 5, chis lecter fhowin ¢ plainly that

“1you have in no wife  dnfw.red this objrtion; it ree

mains that your whole book (¢ven according 10 yout
own acknowledgment, ) is confuted by this Let-
ter. Ot if yeu be of another mind , 1 fhall tiope to
hear farthcr fcom you. . )

¢
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