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Acid Rain and Erosion

In many parts of the world the façades of architectural treasures are eroding; soil and lakes are becoming abnormally acidic, causing vegetation and fish populations to dwindle or disappear. Much of the damage is now attributed to acid rain: rain or snow carrying dissolved acids.

Yet wet precipitation is not the only way pollutants reach the earth from the atmosphere. Diffusion and other processes enable acidic gases and particles to find their way to the ground even under dry conditions.

Dry deposits are less widely discussed than acid rain as such because for a long time less was known about them. In the past 10 years, however, many investigators have uncovered striking new information about the source and possible effects of atmospheric particles.

Exercise 1

Reading Skills: Recognize Referents

Determine the referent for a particular pronoun or adjective. A referent usually precedes the pronoun or adjective in the passage; thus, to study this type of questions, you should study the context around the pronoun or adjective carefully and look for a referent that agrees with the noun or pronoun in front of the pronoun or adjective. 

The Formation of Tornadoes

A tornado is created when warm, moist air rises from the ground and comes into contact with a mass of colder air at the bottom of a thundercloud. The rising air pushes against the colder air, and the rotation of the earth causes the air to spin, in much the same way that water in a sink spins as it goes down a drain. 

The pressure at the center of a tornado is much lower than that in the air surrounding the tornado. The low pressure creates a funnel in the middle of the tornado, which causes destruction by acting much like a vacuum cleaner and sucking up whatever is in its path. 

1. The word “it” in paragraph 1 refers to: way / water / sink / drain

2. The word “that” in paragraph 2 refers to: pressure / center / tornado / air

3. The word “which” in paragraph 2 refers to: funnel / middle / tornado / vacuum cleaner

Exercise 2

An introductory sentence for a brief summary of each passage is provided. Complete the summary by selecting the answer choices that express the most important ideas in the passage. Some sentences do not belong in the summary because they express ideas that are not presented in the passage or are minor ideas in the passage.

Island Plant Life
Islands are geographical formations that are completely surrounded by water, yet many islands are covered with a rich assortment of plant life. It may seem surprising that so much plant life exists on many islands, yet there are surprisingly simple explanations as to how the vegetation has been able to establish itself there. Some islands were formerly attached to larger bodies of land, while others were created on their own. Islands that were created when flooding or rising water levels cut them off from their neighbors often still have the plant life that they had before they were cut off. In cases where islands formed out of the ocean, they may have plant life from neighboring lands even though they were never actually attached to the neighboring lands. Winds carry many seeds to islands; some plants produce extremely light seeds that can float thousands of feet above the Earth and then drift down to islands where they can sprout and develop. Birds also carry seeds to islands; as birds move over open stretched of water, they can serve as the transportation system to spread seeds from place to place. 

This passage discusses the ways that plant life is able to develop on islands

- 

- 

- 

Answer Choices (choose 3 to complete the chart)

1) Some seeds are able to float great distances in the air

2) Some plant life existed before islands were cut off from larger bodies of land

3) Some islands have many different varieties of plants

4) Birds sometimes carry seeds to islands

5) Some islands were created when rising water cut them off from larger bodies of land

6) Some plant seeds are carried to islands by the wind

